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STRONSAY LIMPET 

FUNDED BY STRONSAY DEVELOPMENT TRUST 

ISSUE 131 - May 2016 
Published on the last Thursday of the month 

 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 30 June. Items for inclusion in 
that edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 26 June. Contact details on back page 

ACCESS TO STRONSAY SCHOOL 

 The front door of the school is now being used during school hours; however, in the 

evening (e.g. for swimming sessions or meetings), the ónorthô door should be used.  

COMMUNITY LEARNING AT STRONSAY SCHOOL 

 Youôre never too old to learn . . .  

 Over the past year, we have been developing the idea of offering courses to members 

of the community of Stronsay. These courses could lead to a range of qualifications, in-

cluding Nationals 3/4/5. The opportunity to take Highers in these subjects over a two-year 

period would also be available. Even if you are not interested in obtaining a specific qual-

ification, you could view this as an opportunity to learn something new, allowing the 

structured nature of the course to ensure that you follow through with the programme. 

 We hope to begin in August, and will be offering the following subjects: 

¶ Art and Design 

¶ Geography 

¶ Textiles 

¶ Biology 

¶ English 

 There will be no cost to community participants for the courses themselves; howev-

er, because they will require the purchase of textbooks, supplies and equipment by the 

school, and will necessitate extra time on the part of the teachers, it is hoped that those 

who participate will thoughtfully consider whether they can commit wholly to a course. 

 Barbara Deavin will also offer a couple of ótasterô courses which will consider either 

short stories or poetry; it is hoped that these will whet the appetite for a deeper study of 

English. 

 If you are interested, more information and booking forms will be available after 25th 

May on the school blog (http://stronsay-jh.blogspot.co.uk/), or in brochure form at the 

school. 

 Questions?? Please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. 

 Andrew King  
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STRONSAY LIMPETðCAPTION COMPETITION 

PHOTOGRAPH FOR APRIL 

 The winning entry was ñMike believes in training his crew youngò from Sheila 

Burger. 

 Other entries were as follows: 

ñIs that a ógranny knotô or not Grannyò 

ñHold on tight son and youôll get straight to the top of the mast in one go!ò 

ñDid you really catch Moby Dick with this rope Grandad?ò 

ñPlease can Grandma come up out of the bilges and play with me now Grandad?ò 

 

 

 

 

MAYôS PHOTOGRAPH 
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES IS 7pm ON SUNDAY 26 JUNE 

 Please send your caption to the editor of the Limpet - contact details are on the back 

page of the Limpet. Donôt forget include your own contact details with your entry. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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POWER CUTS 

 In the event of a power cut which lasts for more than a few minutes please contact 

the electricity boardôs help line by phoning 0800 300 999. The staff are extremely helpful 

and will soon be able to let you know roughly how long the power cut will last and how 

many households are affected. 

AMNESTY FOR AIRGUNS 

 The Air Weapon and Licensing (Scotland) Act 2015 comes into force from 31 De-

cember 2016. An amnesty has been launched to allow owners to surrender their airguns 

STRONSAY RECYCLING FACILITY 

 In response to concerns raised by Stronsay Community Council over 

Stronsay's recycling facility, the Team Leader, Waste Facilities, Orkney Islands Coun-

cil, has provided the following:- 

 "We regret and apologise for the disappointment in the community that arose 

from the short term provision, in error, of plastic bottle recycling on the island. We 

are also aware of the increased use of this oversubscribed service. 

 Noting the willingness of the community to recycle more, please be aware that 

Development and Infrastructure are currently looking at options to expand the ca-

pacity for recycling on the outer islands. This has been the subject of reports to 

Council, with subsequent requests for further information, and continues to be taken 

forward. 

 We thank you for your support for recycling initiatives, which reinforces the 

need to increase these opportunities, and again apologise for any confusion and dis-

appointment our recent error may have caused within the Community." 

 Please continue to recycle paper, cans and glass bottles and jars but NOT PLASTIC 

items; these can be placed in the black household rubbish bags collected every Tuesday.  

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Colin McAlpine 

Island Link Officer 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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MACMILLAN SPRING WALKðSTRONSAY, 15 MAY 2016 

Five mile starters 

Olivebank ñpit stopò ready for action 

 

(more photographs on next page) 
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Two mile starters gathering at the school 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two mile starters hit the road 
 

(more photographs on next page) 
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Refreshments waiting at the Stronsay Hotel 

Raffle prizes waiting at the hotel 
 
 
 

(more photographs on next page) 
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Angelaôs cake 
 

 
Some of the younger walkers 
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A MYSTERY POST CARD 
 Vanessa Mann is a collector of Edwardian postcards and she has a hobby of re-
homing cards to descendants of the recipient or sender, if she can track them down. She 
says ñIt's just a fun hobby and I'm very pleased just to send them back, if I can find any-
one who is interested.ò Vanessa contacted the Limpet about a postcard postmarked 22 
Dec 1903 and bearing the following message: 

¢ƻΥ aƛǎǎ [Φ {ƛƴŎƭŀƛǊΣ aƛƭƭŬŜƭŘΣ {ǘǊƻƴǎŀȅ 
! aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ Wǳǎǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΣ ŘŜŀǊ [ƛȊȊƛŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǎƘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ϧ 
ǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ tt/ όǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘύΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƭƻǾŜ ϧ 
ōŜǎǘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǳǎ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳƳΣ !ƭƭƛŜ όƻǊ hƭƭƛŜύ 

 If you think that you know of any descendants of ñMiss Lizzie Sinclairò or know 
who ñAllie (or Ollie)ò might be please get in touch with the Limpet (Contact details are 
on the back page of every Limpet). Copies of the postcard are shown below: 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 

 There have been several unusual sightings during the last month including up to four 

or five Garganey in the Springwell /Blan Loch area on several occasions. The species is 

very secretive, generally feeding among weeds along the edges of small stretches of wa-

ter. Shelducks are just about the opposite ï feeding out in the open ï and 20 or so have 

been recorded on the Bu Loch this Summer where they are very easy to spot. A few par-

ties of Golden Plover in full summer-plumage stopped off for a rest early in May and oth-

ers were seen flying over. Several small parties of Whimbrel were also recorded, most 

flying north-east across Mill Bay ï heading straight towards Fair Isle, and then some ï at 

least - on to the breeding grounds in Shetland. 

 It has been far too cold for any big arrivals of small Spring migrants but there have 

been a few Chiffchaffs, and a party of at least 8 Siskins were feeding  in both the Lower 

Millfield and Castle gardens in early May. A single male was seen by Barbara Deavin be-

tween the school and Ellerslie, feeding on the roadside dandelions. A Goldfinch was also 

seen a few times around this time. Many waders have been held up in their drive to head 

northward due to the recent  northerly winds, and there was a colourful mixture of Knot, 

Sanderling and Dunlin on the Mill Bay beach on 6th May. 

 A scattering of small migrant species have been seen in the last two weeks including 

a few Redstarts, Pied & Spotted Flycatchers and a couple each of Blackcap and Lesser 

Whitethroat. Just two Red-backed Shrikes have been seen ï a female near Gorieôs, and a 

male seen by Alison from the window at Breck. This last bird was watched eating the spe-

cies favoured food - although not abundant here ï a bee!  

 Bird of the Spring so far has been an Icterine Warbler found at Gesty Dishes, but 

sadly the bird was only present for a short time. A Sedge Warbler has also been seen ï 

and heard singing - at the same site, and at least two others have been heard elsewhere on 

the island ï at Millburn Cottage, and Springwell. Other (common on Mainland Orkney 

but unusual here) species have been seen recently  ï Jackdaw  (a single and then two to-

gether), and Wood Pigeons (3 or 4 in total). Neither species nest on Stronsay although a 

colony of Jackdaws did nest near Burgh Head until the 1990s. 

 There have been welcome sightings of Short-eared Owls in two areas recently ï at 

Bay (Cyril Maxwell) and  near Roadside (JH and Andy Whiteman) ï indicating that their 

may be two breeding pairs present this year. 

 The colony of Sand Martins nesting in Mill Bay seems to have grown again this 

year, with up to 15 birds seen regularly flying across the road south of Millbank and occa-

sionally resting on the warm tarmac (generally - and perhaps sensibly!) in the wide pass-

ing place there. 

 Thanks once again for all the calls, and thanks to regular visitor Steve Ricks for the 

use of  photos 2,3,4 and 5 below.  

 John Holloway 

  

(Continued on next pagse) 
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1)  Garganey at the Blan Loch, early May  ï femaleôs head can just be seen to the left. 

 

2) Male Pied Flycatcher in full summer-plumage. 

3) Spotted Flycatcher ï dull at all seasons! 

4) Lesser Whitethroat at Odiness. 

  

(Continued on next page) 
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5)  Garden Warbler at Harrowdale ï nothing duller than this species! 

6) óIcterine Warbler at Gesty Dishes.  

(A pair nested in the Lower Millfield garden in 2002).ô 

 7) Siskin in the Castle garden.ô 

  

 

(Continued on next page)) 
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