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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 151 - January 2018 

Published on the last Thursday of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 22 February. Items for inclu-
sion in that edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 18 February Contact details are 
on the back page. The Limpetôs website address is http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

A NEW LOGO AND A NEW WEBSITE FOR STRONSAY 

 The new logo appears in the top left-hand corner of this edition of the Limpet. It al-

so appears on the Limpet website www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk and on the Stronsay Face-

book page. 

 The new Visit Stronsay website www.visitstronsay.com mentioned above has an 

events section www.visitstronsay.com/events which can be found under the ñThings to 

doò tab on the main page. The events section is intended to be used as an island diary 

which will display all events taking place on Stronsay and hopefully help to avoid any 

date clashes. If you are planning or organising an event on Stronsay please publicise it by 

sending details to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk, there is NO charge for this service! 

 The existing Facebook pages for ñFans of the Stronsay Limpetò and ñMoncur Me-

morial Church, Stronsayò will both be closed on 1 Feb, any information that would nor-

mally have appeared on those Facebook pages will appear in the Facebook page for 

Stronsay or on the kirkôs own website www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk. 

 

PROMOTING STRONSAY 

 January saw the launch of ñStronsay, Orkneyôs island of baysò campaign including 

the new website, brochure and press release. 

 Everyone has been surprised by the level of interest shown by the media and 

Stronsay has been mentioned in over 400 publications, discussed on BBC local radio sta-

tions and is the subject of a number of forthcoming articles in travel and life style maga-

zines. 

 The Promoting Stronsay team have been busy. For example, www.visitstronsay.com 

has had over 100 emails, Facebook had had over 100 requests, the Limpetôs email list has 

75 new subscribers, Instagram 150 likes. All of these have been responded to within a 

very short time. These have included many people who are keen to visit and a few who 

are interested in living here. 

 We are pleased to say that Bruce Fletcher has joined the team to help manage the 

communication links between the Limpet, website and other social media platforms. He 

will also keep the events diary up to date on www.visitstronsay.com. 

 The Promoting Stronsay Group 

 On behalf of Stronsay Community Council 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk (preferred method); phone Bruce Fletch-
er on 616297 (after 10am & before 8pm, please!); or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 
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SURVEY 

 Orkney comes top of the class as the finest location to bring up a family, again and 

again! But does every child and family in Orkney have the best experience? The Orkney 

Childcare and Young Peopleôs Partnership is trying to find out just that! Spare 10 minutes 

to share your views and experiences and as a thank you enter our prize draw to win one of 

two Ã50 prizes! 

(There are also questions for professionals and volunteers that work with and for young 

people in Orkney). 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/OrkneyWeCanSM. 

FUNERAL OF VILMA ANDERSON (nee MILLER) 

 The funeral of my late sister, Vilma Anderson, nee Miller took place at Teviot Parish 

Church, Hawick, Roxburghshire, on 9th January, 2018, Vilma, having passed away after a 

short illness on 20th December, 2017. After a very well attended service, the interment 

took place at Wellogate Cemetery, Hawick, where she was laid to rest beside her late hus-

band Jim Anderson. 

 Vilma was born on 4th September, 1934, at 23, Station, Stronsay, the first of four 

children born to Johnno and Maggie Miller. She was brought up at Glenmanna, and edu-

cated at the Stronsay Junior Secondary School, after which she worked for a time as a 

maidservant at Sandybank.  She then moved into Kirkwall where she worked as a maid-

servant at Highland Park House until 1953 when she moved to Hawick and worked as a 

maidservant for a further four years. In 1957, she married Jim Anderson, a local farmer 

who specialised in breeding Black Faced sheep, in which he was extremely successful. 

Together they raised four children on Penchrise Farm,- Jimmy, Johnny, Pearl and Cathe-

rine. 

 Vilma was always a keen supporter of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, her 

grandfather, Jock Miller, being the mechanic on Stronsayôs first lifeboat, the John Ry-

burn, from 1910 until 1915, and her father Johnno, being a member of the Stronsay life-

boat crew from 1952 until 1972. Her mother Maggie was a founder member of the 

Stronsay Ladies Lifeboat Guild in which she served for many years. 

 In view of the strong connections with the Stronsay branch of the RNLI, Vilmaôs 

family have decided that the funeral collection should be given to that branch, and it 

gives me great pleasure to pass on the sum of Ã730.00. A big thank you to all who donat-

ed to this worthwhile cause. 

 Yours sincerely. 

 Bill Miller. 

 Kirkwall. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/OrkneyWeCanSM


 

Page 3 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 151 ð January 2018 

 

SINGING TOGETHER FOR FUN AND RELAXATION 
 
 

Develop relaxed, natural, breathing and find your true voice 
 
Term 1 (4 sessions) starting Monday the 12th of February 
 
 
Group 1 ñGo for itò  
 
For complete beginners, improvers and people who like to sing but lack confidence in 
group singing. Exercises and songs to develop your singing technique and confidence. If 
you like the idea of singing but unsure of your voice this is for you.  All welcome! 
 
Church Hall 7.15 - 8 pm Ã2 per person/session 
 
 
Group 2 ñSinging Togetherò 
 
More complex part songs to sing together for enjoyment and potentially for performance. 
All welcome including those attending part 1 and those who already have more confi-
dence in their ability to sing in parts. All Welcome! 
 
Church Hall 8 ï 9.45 pm Ã2.50/session (incl refreshments) 
 
 
The group is organised by Marion Miller and led by Kate Howe 
 
Kate Howe is a singing teacher based in Kirkwall she has a BSc degree in Psychology 
and an ALCM (Associate of the London College of Music) diploma in music perfor-
mance and part way through an MA in Music. 
 
To find out more and to book please contact Marion Miller before February the 1st. Phone 
616354 or by email macleod.marion@gmail.com 
 
All Welcome! 
 

This project was funded by ñThe Stronsay Development Trustò 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 

 There were a few interesting sightings in the last week of 2017 ï a Long-eared Owl 

hunting near the South School after dark, caught in the headlights of our car, the Blue Tit 

in the Castle Garden daily, and the party of Chaffinches in the specially sown 

óunharvested cropô area at Dale.  

 Kath & Norman Kent had a great start to 2018 at Dale when a Waxwing was discov-

ered right outside the kitchen window just before dusk on 2nd Jan. What was almost cer-

tainly the same bird was seen briefly next day at Geramount. 

 The over-wintering Dunnock was still present on the Reserve until last seen on 5th ï 

the first day of an influx of Redwings and Fieldfares in a period of fine weather. At least 

100 Redwings were seen, and 30 or 40 Fieldfares, with many others no doubt missed! 

Both Chaffinch and Dunnock were seen at Linksquoy several times in the first half of 

January 

 There has been a welcome increase in the numbers of wintering Duck ï particularly 

on the Bu Loch, where up to 8 Pintail have been seen. The wintering Snow Goose was re-

found on 12th Jan opposite Boondatoon and has been seen in this area several times by 

Andrea at Smiddy. It can be very elusive and there have been sightings from several sites 

elsewhere ï particularly around the Meikle Water.             Merlin and Hen Harrier have 

both been seen regularly since the new year ï including a lovely adult male (grey wings 

with black wing-tips) of the latter along the Airy Road on 17th 

 An early Oystercatcher was seen on 12th January, and there was a sure sign that 

Spring is not too far away when a party of 30 were found feeding in a grassy field at 

Sunnyside on 17th. And as I write Nrorman Kent has just e-mailed us to report the first 

Shelduck sighting of the year at the Matpow Loch ï another sure sign that Spring is not 

far away. 

 It is only in such isolated situations as Stronsay that individual birds of certain spe-

cies may be ómonitoredô and the over-wintering Blue Tit at castle in 2012-13 was clearly 

the same individual which occasionally visited Dale  (on days when there were no sight-

ings at Castle). This yearôs bird has also visited Dale ï and perhaps Helmsley in White-

hall Village well over a mile away, where one was seen by Sheila on two occasions in 

mid-January. Is this possible?  And Blue Tit órareô?..........  Yes, on Stronsay it certainly is! 

 John Holloway  Jan 2018 

  

(Photographs on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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óPhotographed by Norman Kent several years ago, this Waxwing perched in the same 

tree as the bird of January 2018!ô 

óThe Blue Tit in the Castle Garden in November ï possibly the bird seen in the garden at 

Helmsley in January? 

  

 The óStronsay Bird Reportô  is now on sale at Ã5 ï includes an original coloured 

pencil sketch on the cover. Please ring if you would like a copy ï 616363. 

 Thanks to all who have contributed sightings over the last twelve months. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STEPHEN CLACKSONôS LETTER FROM SCHOOL PLACE 

 It was good to get a rest over Christmas and New Year.  I think all of us councillors 

feel the break has given our batteries a chance to recharge in preparation for the difficult 

challenges we face in 2018, particularly the budgetary ones.   

 We had a seminar on this very topic just before the holiday, and other meetings Iôve 

attended since my last ñLetterò include a membersô forum, a membersô political session, 

the Empowering Communities Steering Group, and Orkney Ferries Board. 

 A big question mark still hovers over the Councilôs request to the Scottish Govern-

ment for ferry funding, the outcome of which will have an impact on the money available 

to us for running all of our council services.  Below is my reply to the Scottish Govern-

ment Minister for Transport & the Islands, Humza Yousaf, which I mentioned in my last 

ñLetterò.   

(Continued on next page) 
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