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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 155 - May 2018 

Published on the last Thursday of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 28 June. Items for inclusion in 
that edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 24 June Contact details are on the back 
page. The Limpetôs website address is http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk (preferred method); phone Bruce Fletch-
er on 616297 (after 10am & before 8pm, please!); or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS OF STRONSAY 
By Scott Daily, locum minister at Moncur Memorial Church 

 To write that Stronsay is beautiful is of course an understatement. It is not just the 

natural beauty, which can not be fully captured by even the best camera, that so impressed 

us, it was the wonderful kind and welcoming people. For all the people who put so much 

work into fixing up the manse, thank you, it is lovely and has become a wonderful home 

for us. It was also a pleasant surprise to find such well stocked (and friendly) shops on the 

island. Our older boys (Liam, Colin, and Declan) are enjoying the primary school and 

nursery, and have already made many friends. It has been great to attend some of the 

events on the island, not only does this let us meet more people but also to see more of 

the island. From bagging up bruck on beaches, walking to the village for Macmillan, 

learning about nature, attending the craft fair, and of course taking the service at Moncur 

Memorial, it already been a wonderful experience. We count it a sincere blessing to be 

able to spend time on the island and look forward to getting to know the community even 

better. 

ST MAGNUS MARATHON 1st JULY 

 On Sunday 1st July, Andy will be running the St Magnus marathon (Kirkwall to Bir-

say) for Macmillan Orkney. Sponsor forms will be going up in the shops etc in the very 

near future, and he is hoping to put together a Just Giving page for those that would pre-

fer to sponsor in that way. 

 Thank you in advance to anyone who is able to support him in running for this very 

worthwhile cause. 

 Andy and Shirley Whiteman. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet


 

Page 2 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 155 ð May 2018 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 A huge well done to both Stronsay Limpets Fun5z netball teams who recently 

played in tournaments in Kirkwall. The P4/5 team were delighted to win theirs, taking 

the Sheila Fleet shield home following an unexpected overnight stay on the Mainland 

after reaching the final!  

 The Peedie Schools team also did a great job, winning three of their games and giv-

ing it their all. Thank you very much to Support Our School fundraising group who 

funded travel, entry and affiliation fees. 

Toni-Anne Piper  - captain with shield 

Peedie Schools certificates 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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P4+5 team on ferry 

P4+5 team with shield Peedie Schools 2018 
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RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 

 Early Spring was cold, and bird migration very slow, with just a scattering of inter-

esting sightings -  two Wood Pigeons together at Osen; two Woodcock flying out of the 

Dale garden together on 4th April; a Lesser Whitethroat at Gesty Dishes on 23rd, and a 

few Siskins and Blackcaps.  Best bird by far was the Sea Eagle - surrounded by a ring of 

crows - on the ground near Clestrain, seen by Raymond Dennison mid-month. 

 Only a few Sand Martins had arrived back by the end of the month, and Swallow 

numbers were low until well into May. A pair of Stonechats were seen by the Bu Links 

and may still be around (late May). A Green Sandpiper was seen (and photographed) by 

the Bu Loch on 10th May and other surprise finds in mid-month were yet another Wood 

Pigeon (big and obvious - but quite rare here!), 2 Lesser Whitethroats, one Common 

Whitethroat, 3-4 Sedge Warblers, a Mistle Thrush in the garden at Coweshouse, a male 

Pied Flycatcher at Scoulters, 2 Jackdaws opposite Windbreck, and a Cuckoo in the gar-

den at Hescombe Cottage. Linnets had taken up residence among the island fuchsia hedg-

es during May and a nest containing five eggs was found just below the living-room win-

dow at Castle by Sue whilst gardening on 15th. Sedge Warblers have been seen and 

heard singing in several areas of suitable habitat during the last few weeks, including the 

Mill Stream and Lower Dishes. 

 On the sea, a few Great Northern Divers in summer plumage have been seen by An-

thony and Clare offshore near their house at Lower Dishes. Sadly, there have been no 

signs of Red-throated Divers in the Bomasty Bay area where the local Rothiesholm Moor 

pairs formerly fed in the evenings, throughout the breeding season. 

 The most unexpected sightings during the period were a Red-backed Shrike along 

the Airy road - found by visitor Betty Winslow on 13th ï  and a Hawfinch discovered lat-

er the same day, feeding with the sparrows outside the kitchen window at Castle. Another 

red-backed Shrike was discovered at Holin Cottage on 26th. 

 With  winds from an easterly quarter forecast for much of the next two weeks, we 

should be in for a sack-full of uncommon migrants, particularly if the temperature gets 

up to the heady heights of 15c or more. 

 I may yet have to eat my words once again! Fingers crossed for warm SE winds! 

 

Stop Press: 

 

 Not just yet ï a female Red-breasted Flycatcher ï first seen by Sue and regular visi-

tor Steve Ricks ï arrived in the Castle garden this morning 27th May.  An island rarity ï 

great timing!! 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 óSiskins at the feeder in the Castle gardenô 

óGreen Sandpiper near the road at the Bu Lochô 

óRed-backed Shrike by the Airy Roadô 

 

  

(continued on next page) 
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óHawfinch below the window in the Castle garden ï seen briefly several times but as ever 

extremely elusiveô 

óOften mistaken for small óbirds of preyô, Cuckoos have very long tailsô as can be seen in 

Leonoreôs photoô 

óRed-breasted Flycatcher in the Castle gardenô 
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Stephen Clacksonôs Letter from School Place  

Informing you what your councillor is doing for you at OIC and beyond 

 As reported on pages 1, 2 & 3 in The Orcadian of the 3rd May, I am delighted and 

relieved to say that at the Mayday General Meeting my ñnotice of motionò succeeded in 

reversing the cut of Ã65,000 affecting additional support for learning. Although there 

were a couple of councillors who opposed the suspension of Standing Order 130 

ñRevoking Previous Decisionsò, it was not sufficient to prevent the ñnotice of motionò 

from being heard, and, in the event, it was carried nem. con. I am not convinced, though, 

that the outcome would have been quite so definite had it not been for the overwhelming 

public support.  And my ñnotice of motionò would not even have been able to be lodged 

without the six countersignatures of my fellow councillors Sandy Cowie, David Dawson, 

Steven Heddle, John Richards, Gwenda Shearer and Magnus Thomson. 

 

 
 

Public demonstration supporting my ñnotice of motionò outside School Place on the 

morning of the Mayday General Meeting  

 

 After the meeting, I was interviewed for STV News, but not having a telly, I donôt 

know whether it was broadcast or not. 

 As pictured on page 3 of The Orcadian of the 26th April, I was one of the board di-

rectors present at Orkney Ferries to receive the petition calling for a fairer fares policy.  I 

have long been aware of the social injustice inherent in the present system of books of 

discounted vouchers, and now that I am in a better position to do something about it, I am 

keen to get it improved.  

 I enjoyed an evening at the Picky listening to the youngsters performing in the Inter-

mediate Instrumental Music Course concert.  This demonstration of hard work, talent and 

ability is supported by the Councilôs policy of not charging for musical instrument tuition 

or for the loan of musical instruments to pupils, and I will continue to oppose any attempt 

to change this. 

 

(continued on next page).  
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 I flew to Inverness to attend a meeting of the UHI Foundation, for which I am OICôs 

representative.  The University has reached a critical junction in its path of progression, 

with some of the larger academic partners (such as Inverness College and Moray College) 

discussing integration.  This is leaving the smaller academic partners, such as Orkney 

College, in an uncertain position, which makes it all the more important that we have 

good representation on the UHI-wide bodies.   

 I went to Stronsay for the AGM of its parent council.  I admire the support the 

Stronsay community gives to its school, and how the school is able to offer such a broad 

range of subjects and accommodate the exam wishes of its secondary pupils. 

 Unable to physically get to the meeting of the Highlands & Islands Science Skills 

Academy Leadership Board, I ñattendedò by Skype from School Placeðnot a very satis-

factory substitute for the real thing, but at least Orkneyôs voice was heard. 

 Other meetings Iôve been involved in at School Place this month include:  a meeting 

about the single authority model; a joint seminar between OIC and Orkney Housing As-

sociation Ltd; the Norwegian Constitution Day lunchtime reception; a seminar by Archi-

tecture & Design Scotland on design of buildings in the countryside; a seminar on the Re-

gional Improvement Plan of the Northern Alliance (an educational partnership between 

the eight local authorities in the North of Scotland), and I just made it to the tail-end of 

the Youth Caf® open day before having to jump onto the ferry back to Sanday.  

 I shall be going to community council meetings in Westray on the 11th June and in 

Shapinsay on the 20th.  The 20th June is also the day of this yearôs community council 

conference (which I shall be at), and I would encourage each of the North Isles communi-

ty councils to send a representative along.  It is a great opportunity to meet up with your 

counterparts from other communities and compare notes.  

 

 

 
 

Cllr Dr Stephen Clackson 

West Manse, Sanday 

stephen.clackson@council.orkney.gov.uk   

 

 

Letter from School Place can be downloaded from lfsp.pbworks.com 
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Avril & Dereck Souter in the kitchen at Claremont 

 

 

 The mother of Avril Souter, a lady living in Auckland, New Zealand, was born and 

raised in Lancashire but moved to New Zealand in 1958 and married a Kiwi. Avrilôs 

mother had spoken of her childhood holidays in Orkney to visit her uncle, James Brace-

well, who salvaged shipwrecked ships but had died in a shipwreck involving a ship called 

the ñNellieò in 1941. Avril began a search to find out more about James Bracewell and 

came across an article  in the March 2010 edition of the Stronsay Limpet entitled ñTragic 

loss of the Nellieò. She emailed an enquiry to the Limpetôs editor who passed it on to Bill 

Miller, the author of the article in the Limpet.  

 Avril and her husband Dereck visited Orkney in May 2018 and paid a visit to Bill 

Miller on mainland Orkney. Bill was able to provide a lot of information about the 

ñNellieò, James Bracewell and his family. Avril & Dereck then visited Stronsay where 

they were chauffeured around by Julie Andrew and met several Stronsay residents who 

had first-hand stories concerning the loss of the Nellie. Avril & Dereck also called in at 

Claremont to thank the Limpetôs editor for handling their initial enquiry before going to 

the Bay cemetery so that Avril could visit her great-uncleôs grave. 

 

 The original article from the March 2010 edition of the Limpet is copied on the next 

two pages. 

A FOLLOW-UP TO AN ARTICLE IN THE LIMPET IN 2010  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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TRAGIC LOSS OF THE ñNELLIEò 

This account first appeared in edition 57 of the Limpet, March 2010 

Bill Miller added an update in May 2018 

 Discovery of wreckage on the rocks at Grice Ness, Stronsay, on Tuesday, November 

11th, 1941, provided a first hint of the fate of the ñNellieò, a little salvage vessel, which, 

with seven men on board, had last been seen in the late afternoon of Wednesday, Novem-

ber 5th. Shortly after the finding of parts of the vessel, the body of George Oag, the skip-

per, was found on the same beach. The following day, the body of James Bracewell, the 

owner, was found. All seven crewmen had been lost. Five of them came from Blackburn, 

Lancashire. The victims of the disaster were:  

Å James Robert Bracewell, aged 45 years and unmarried, of ñBriar Bankò Blackburn 

Road, Rishton, near Blackburn, proprietor of the Preston Salvage Company, Eachill 

Works, Rishton, near Blackburn. Mr Bracewellôs body was recovered on Wednes-

day, November 12th on Papa Stronsay.  

Å George Oag, aged 69 years, skipper, of 11, Kinnard Street, Wick, whose body was 

found near the wreckage at Grice Ness, Stronsay, on Tuesday, November 11th. His 

remains were sent home to Wick for burial.  

Å William Henry Forrest, aged 55 years, a married man and a salvage worker, of 59, 

Helen Street, Blackburn. His body was found on 29th November, on Papa Stronsay. 

The following crewmen were never found:  

Å John Studholme, aged 36 years, a married man and an acetylene welder and H.G.V. 

Driver, of 22, Orange Street, Blackburn. Å Stanley Forrest, aged 23 years and single, 

a salvage worker, and son of William Henry Forrest above, and of the same address.  

Å Harry Francis, aged 18 years and unmarried, an acetylene cutter, of 25, Moseley 

Street, Blackburn.  

Å William Clark, aged 37 years, the shipôs cook and a married man from Orties, Bur-

ness, Sanday.  

 An eighth member of the usual working party, James Velzian, from Orkney, was 

home on holiday at the time of the disaster. Mr Bracewell had been operating marine sal-

vage schemes, on a small scale, in the North for about six years. For a time he operated 

with a small craft called the ñAlexandrinaò, but had later purchased the ñNellieò, a con-

verted Zulu fishing boat. Normally, Mr Bracewell suspended salvage operations each 

winter, and worked in the summer and autumn seasons. 

 On Nov. 5th. the little salvage vessel, loaded with salved scrap metal and gear, and 

carrying seven men, set off from the wrecked ship ñWanjaò which they were cutting up at 

the back of Sanday, and headed for Stronsay harbour at the end of the dayôs work. The 

voyage to the boatôs base was a short one, but the little vessel did not arrive at the usual 

time. At about 5.30 in the evening, it was reported that the ñNellieò had been seen to the 

east of Stronsay, some distance off its base and had been signalled to, but had not replied.  

 

(continued on next page) 
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 Despite the heavy seas in the area at the time, she was not in distress when last seen. 

When she didnôt turn up, a widespread search by sea and aircraft was carried out but 

without success. During the night of 10th/11th November, my grandfather, Willie Ren-

dall, late of Clayquoy, Stronsay, was on coastguard duties in the watch-hut on Burgh Hill, 

accompanied by Alan Fotheringhame, late of Old Schoolhouse, Stronsay, when he saw 

lights on a boat heading north towards Burgh Head. He reported the sighting to the coast-

guards in Kirkwall, and attempted to keep sight of the boat but eventually the lights dis-

appeared. A fierce south-easterly gale was blowing at this time. Nothing more was seen or 

heard of the craft until the morning of Tuesday, November 11th , when the discovery of 

wreckage at Grice Ness, on the sixth morning after the disappearance of the vessel, af-

forded a first clue as to the fate of the craft and itôs seven occupants.  

 It is believed that the men had survived the six nightsô ordeal, at first being driven 

south in the North Sea, and then when the wind turned , being driven north, and had per-

ished when the vessel was wrecked, by a coincidence, back near the base from which it 

had gone. About this time, Nana Peace, who was living at Housebay, found a round 

wooden bread-board on the seashore near Housebay, and the names of the ñNellieò crew 

were written in pencil on the board. Her husband, Stewart Peace immediately handed this 

over to the local Customs Officer, but never heard any more about this, and never really 

fathomed out why all the crew would write their names on it.  

 The tragedy created a painful sensation in the districts in which Mr. Bracewell and 

his men were best known, especially as Mr Bracewell was courting a local Stronsay lass. 

Highly esteemed as a man, Mr. Bracewell was admired for his enterprise in tackling vari-

ous salvage jobs. For six years he had courageously schemed against the treacherous 

spells of weather which, even in the middle of summer, are so apt to occur in the area. 

However insignificant a part they may have been playing in marine salvage, and the war 

effort, from the wider national viewpoint, they had carried out a great deal of valuable 

work in the past six years. All who knew Mr. Bracewell and his comrades in their hazard-

ous calling, expressed their deepest sympathy for their relatives.  

 The ñWanjaò was a large Swedish cargo ship of which had run aground on the north 

side of Sanday, at Whitemill Point, in the district of Burness, loaded with phosphate, en-

route from Boca Grande, Florida to Landskrona in Sweden. On 12th October, 1939, she 

was boarded by the crew of an English cruiser and was ordered to head for Kirkwall so 

that the cargo could be examined, as this was war time and foreign ships were often 

boarded to make sure they were not helping the enemy. On the morning of 14th October, 

1939, due to poor navigation, she went aground on Sanday. This was the same day as the 

Royal Oak was torpedoed in Scapa Flow. Several attempts were made to tow the Wanja 

off the rocks but they were unsuccessful, and she became a total wreck. Parts of the hull 

can still be seen on the rocks where she went ashore.  

 Bracewell is buried in the Bay Cemetery on the left side as you enter the gate, and 

although the headstone states that the Nellie went down off Sanday, it was obvious from 

the location of the wreckage and the bodies, that she foundered on Grice Ness, Stronsay, 

the same location as the ñEvangelineò in 1905. 

 

Bill Miller 
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LAID BACK 

By Ellie from Newfield 

 

You can crow as much as you like 

Itôll not save you from the pot 

For little, fluffy chickens my friend 

Are something we haven't got. 

ófiring blanksô youôll be as they say, 

No wonder you crow so loud. 

OK, so call it family planning 

As I understand that youôre proud. 

All your hdns are clucking 

Theyôre looking to raise some chicky. 

The maternal instinct my friend 

Is a weird bag of tricks 

So, the new chap is on his way 

And then heôll be ruling the roost. 

Weôre needing a fresh young chap 

To give these hens a boost. 

Yes, chicken is on the menu, 

Curried made by the wife 

And no-ones about to argue 

Not with the trouble and strife. 

So, step this way if you will 

And put those spurs on ice. 

Itôs chickn curry for supper 

So letôs say our fond goodbyes! 

 

ÉHelene Harrison 
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SALES, WANTS, GREETINGS, THANKS 

Local sales, wants, etc are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

HOUSE FOR SALE Ã110,000 (OR EXCHANGE?) 

BAYVIEW, WHITEHALL 

4 bedrooms plus 2 attic rooms, 3 reception rooms, 2 bathrooms, utility room plus numer-

ous outbuildings. 

Weôre not looking to leave the Stronsay, itôs just time to find something smaller. 

Please contact Dave or Jill on 616308 

THANK YOU! 
 We would like to thank everyone for the tremendous support we have received fol-

lowing Dominic's heart attack and subsequent surgery. We cannot believe the amount of 

kind thoughts and practical support we have received from many different people over 

the last few weeks - you have all been truly amazing. Particular thanks go to Andrew 

King and Stronsay School staff for keeping Donna 'emotionally intact' throughout, and to 

the medical staff at the surgery for responding so quickly and efficiently during the first 

few hours. We realise how wonderful it is to belong to this community and wish we had 

made the move years ago. Thankfully, Dom is on the mend now and determined to enjoy 

many more years on this beautiful island.  

 With best wishes and much appreciation from Dom, Donna, Barney and Ruby (who 

did not miss us at all!)  

WANTED 

3 or 4 bed property for long term rent on Stronsay. 

We are a family of 5 (parents and 3 boys) with one well behaved dog. We are looking to 

relocate to Stronsay anytime from August 2018. We have experience in various sectors, 

but the majority of our experience is in event management and marketing and we have a 

lot of ideas that, we feel, could help to bring in more tourists, therefore helping to boost 

the local economy. We are currently living in the Scottish Borders, having moved from 

England in 2016. We are looking to make this move a permanent one and would be hap-

py to take on a long lease. Please feel free to get in touch with any questions via email to  

kellyhooper14@yahoo.com or call 01890 249032 

Bond and references available. Many thanks 

Kelly and Craig Hooper 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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ARE YOU PLANNING AN EVENT? 

PLEASE CHECK THE STRONSAY DIARY 

 If you are planning an event please check the diary of events on Stronsay (which 

can be found at  http://visitstronsay.com/events) to ensure that your planned event wonôt 

clash with something already announced; it will also enable other organisers to avoid 

clashing with your event..  

 If you want your event to appear in the diary please contact the editor of the Limpet  

editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk with details - what is it, where is it being held and, most im-

portant, the date and time.  

SALES, WANTS, GREETINGS, THANKS 

Local sales, wants, etc are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

LOOKING FOR A ONE BED SELF-CONTAINED 

PROPERTY TO RENT ON STRONSAY 

I am Scottish and a retired teacher currently living in Poland. I plan this projected move 

to Stronsay to be permanent and would be interested in a long-term lease. 

From any time during the second half of this year. 

Feel free to contact me by email with any questions: adouglas@post.com  

Many thanks, Andrew Douglas  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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