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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 159 - September 2018 

Published on the last Thursday of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thu 25 Oct. Items for inclusion in 
that edition should be submitted by 7pm on Sun 21 Oct Contact details are on the back 

page. The Limpetôs website address is http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk (preferred method); phone Bruce Fletch-
er on 616297 (after 10am & before 8pm, please!); or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 

PEEDIE LIBRARY 

 The Peedie Library will be open in the Church Hall between 3pm and 5pm on the 

following dates. There is NO charge for this service. Please join us to change your books 

and enjoy a tea or coffee with a biscuit and a chat. 

 

¶ Monday 1 October 

¶ Monday 3 December 

STRONSAY FIREWORKS DISPLAY & BONFIRE 

7pm on Saturday 3rd November 

 Come along and see Stronsayôs fireworks display and bonfire, followed by Haggis, 

Mince and Clapshot and a quiz open to everyone! Raffle, 100 club and the bar will be 

open! 

 Adults: Ã6. Children: Ã3 

STRONSAY HARVEST HOME 

Saturday 27 October. More details later 

STRONSAY DIABETES SUPPORT GROUP 

The next meeting of the Stronsay Diabetes Support Group will be held in the Fish Mart 

on Wednesday 7th November at 3pm. All welcome. 

STRONSAY BOOKWORMS 

Just a reminder that there will be no Stronsay Bookworms meeting in October. 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 7th November 
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FLU VACCINATIONS 2018/9 

 

 This year  there have been changes to the 'flu vaccination programme, and there are 

now three different age groups with each receiving a different vaccination. Therefore clin-

ics will be done in age groups to make this easier. 

 

 Once the vaccines have arrived, notices will be put up in the usual places, and peo-

ple will be invited to phone the surgery to make an appointment for the appropriate clinic, 

according to the age group they fall into. 

 

 The three groups are: 

¶ Under 65 in 'at risk' groups - those with long term conditions or special risk 

groups. 

¶ Persons aged 65-74 

¶ Persons aged over 75. 

(Children from 2yrs up to P7 will be offered the nasal vaccine as per previous years). 

 

 If you usually receive the vaccination, or have turned 65 in the last year, please look 

out for the poster invitations. 

 

 Thank You. 

 Stronsay Surgery 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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RECENT BIRD SIGHTINGS 

 There have been a few rare and interesting species recorded so far this Autumn in-

cluding a Mediterranean Gull which was first heard flying over at Matpow and then seen 

later at the Bu Loch in late August. A few juvenile Stonechats have been seen ï perhaps 

birds raised here on Stronsay, but more likely from the breeding population elsewhere in 

Orkney including Eday. 

 Arctic Skuas ï including juveniles ï have been more numerous in late summer this 

year, along with Sandwich Terns, and more recently Golden Plover a sure sign that there 

has been a drop in the numbers of Greylag Geese. Hundreds of Golden Plover have re-

turned to the pastureland this Autumn - fields that had been commandeered by the geese 

for several years. 

 Two early Whooper Swans arrived on the Matpow Loch on 2nd September after 

their flight from Iceland, preening constantly close to the pair of local Mute Swans and 

their seven cygnets. Claire at Gesty Dishes saw the next party of Whoopers ï 4 - probably 

heading for the Lea Shun Loch as they flew in from the North-West on 21st. Neil (On 

Wheels) saw a Short-eared Owl on a roadside fence-post on 3rd and Pato Dennison alert-

ed us to an injured bird of the species by the roadside from another part of the island 

around the same time. We took this bird home and cleaned it up, ópruningô off the long 

broken flight feathers for the birdôs ócomfortô. It was quickly transferred to Mandy 

(Dusquoy), and is now being well looked after at Glenmanna ï where the injured Short-

eared Owl found by Sheila at Helmsley last year, is thriving.  

 

óShort-eared Owl on a fence-post near Matpow ï note the yellow eyes. The similar but 

generally darker Long-eared Owl has orange eyes.ô 

  

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 7 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 159ð September 2018 

 The Bu Loch had completely dried up in late August but was soon colonised by big 

numbers of moulting gulls ï and several Sandwich Terns. A few showers in early Septem-

ber encouraged waders back to the area including a very big flock of 60 or so Black-tailed 

Godwit, 10 or so Knot, and a few other wader species including Ringed Plover, Dunlin 

and ï from the other side of the Atlantic ï a White-Rumped Sandpiper (the third island 

record ï but all too brief). 

 The Blythôs Reed Warbler seen in mid-August was relocated at Airy on 3rd Septem-

ber and a Rosefinch was found feeding with the local Linnets at Linksquoy on 4th but 

was very difficult to locate among the more colourful species! A few small migrants were 

seen in early September ï including a Whinchat along the Airy Road.  George and Betty 

found a Buzzard near Houseby on 8th and the following day discovered a Yellow-browed 

Warbler ï once again in the Airy Garden and in the same tree as a Garden Warbler and the 

long-staying Blythôs Reed!  George and Betty were well rewarded for their efforts when 

the long-staying but elusive Barred Warbler at Castle, spent twenty minutes eating a large 

green caterpillar (Lime hawk-moth?) just ten feet from the kitchen window! (See photo) 

óThe obliging Barred Warbler in the Castle Garden ï large, but generally quite secretive.ô 

  

 A third Barred Warbler of the year was seen briefly at Slap but with mainly NW 

winds there were very few small migrants from the continent in mid-September. A few 

early Pink-footed Geese were seen flying over, heading south in mid-month and the first 

Robin arrived at Castle on 17th ï a dark bird, unlike the usual paler wintering birds from 

Northern Europe, and possibly ï as per last year ï a ólocalô from the nesting birds on near-

by Eday. 

 

(continued on next page)  
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ARE YOU PLANNING AN EVENT? 

PLEASE CHECK THE STRONSAY DIARY 

 If you are planning an event please check the diary of events on Stronsay (which 

can be found at  http://visitstronsay.com/events) to ensure that your planned event wonôt 

clash with something already announced; it will also enable other organisers to avoid 

clashing with your event..  

 If you want your event to appear in the diary please contact the editor of the Limpet  

editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk with details - what is it, where is it being held and, most im-

portant, the date and time.  

 There have been dozens of Pied Wagtails along the roads recently, generally in small 

(family?) parties. Smaller numbers of Wheatears can also be seen quite close from the car, 

and Meadow Pipits are now to be found in flocks ï often perching on the fence-wires ï 

and again far easier to view from the car. There is a big flock of Wigeon (fresh from Ice-

land?) on the Matpow Loch at present and another at the Bu, and there are at least 3 Hen 

Harriers on the island, at least one Merlin, and the long-staying (dark) Buzzard. 

 And what on earth are we missing!? 

 Thanks for all the calls and interest. 

 John & Sue 

 

 If the wind goes into the east in the next week or two, be ready for at least some 

thrushes, and perhaps later next month ï a Waxwing or two! 

óWaxwing in the Castle Garden in late Autumn 2013 ï favourite food ï apples.ô 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://visitstronsay.com/events
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LIFEBOAT ON STRONSAY - SINKING OF SS ATHENIA 

3 SEPTEMBER 1939 

On 3rd September, 1939, war was declared between Great Britain and Germany. On 

the same day, the 13,500 ton passenger ship SS Athenia  was on route from Liverpool to 

Canada with 1147 passengers and crew on board. The majority of the passengers were 

women and children, many refugees from Europe, as well as tourists from the USA and 

Canada returning home.  At 11a.m. the news was broken to the passengers that a state of 

war now existed between Great Britain and Germany. The declaration of war was not en-

tirely unexpected, and by 1p.m. as a precaution, the shipôs 26 lifeboats had been prepared 

and were ready to be launched in the unlikely event of any disaster.  

The Athenia was now about 300 miles from Liverpool, well out into the Atlantic 

and bound for a neutral port (Canada did not declare war for five more days). She was an 

unarmed passenger ship which had set sail before the declaration of war, and although 

alarmed by the turn of events, none of the passengers could imagine anything really hap-

pening to them. 

At 7.39p.m, SS Athenia was torpedoed by a German U-boat (U30)  captained by 

Oberleutnant Fritz-Julius Lemp. Although under strict orders from Hitler to avoid any 

confrontation with civil shipping, it was later stated in Lempôs defence that he thought the 

SS Athenia was an armed and converted merchant ship, as it was sailing without lights in 

a zig-zag formation. A second torpedo misfired,  forcing the U boat to submerge to avoid 

being struck by its own torpedo, and on resurfacing a third torpedo was fired which also 

missed. Lemp realising his mistake, rapidly left the scene, and failed to report the incident 

to his superiors until September 14th.  

The SS Athenia took several hours to finally go down. Most if not all the lifeboats 

were launched, although of the Atheniaôs passengers and crew, 112 were killed (93 of 

them passengers) in the initial explosion or died later as a result of the sinking.  Three 

British destroyers Electra, Escort, and Fame, together with two merchant ships City of 

Flint and Southern Cross, and the Norwegian vessel the Knut Nelson, all attended the sce-

ne over the ensuing hours, rescuing more than 1000 survivors from the lifeboats and the 

sea. 

The German High Command initially denied any responsibility or involvement in 

the incident, even going so far as to accuse the British of deliberately sinking the ship in 

order to encourage the USA to enter the war against Germany. The spectre of the sinking 

of the passenger ship Lusitania in the 1st World War haunted the German military com-

mand, and they feared that the sinking of the Athenia would have grave consequences on 

world opinion. As it happened this did not materialise, although it did affect German na-

val tactics particularly in the early part of the war. Hitler issued an order that under no cir-

cumstances were attacks to be made on passenger ships, even those in convoy, regardless 

of nation, thus causing confusion to U-boat commanders as to the vessels they were per-

mitted to attack - for passenger ships sometimes carried troops, and freighters passengers. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 Some months later an empty lifeboat found its way to Shapinsay, one of the northern 

isles in Orkney, having apparently drifted on the currents from the north Atlantic to the 

waters off  Deerness where, it is believed, it was seen and towed into Shapinsay by a fa-

ther and son fishing-boat team both of whom have since died. At some time during the 

early 1940ôs this lifeboat was acquired by Captain Dennison of Shapinsay, and used for 

carrying egg-boxes and the like between the islands.  

 During the late 1940ôs the boat was used for the collection and transportation of sea-

weed, used in the manufacture of iodine, soap, and fertiliser, with the processing factory 

on Stronsay.  The boat had no engine and had to be towed, and was commonly known as 

óDesperate Danô in view of its substantial weight and awkward handling. 

 In 1949 the sea-weed processing factory closed down, and the lifeboat was acquired 

by Mr J Chalmers of Seafield, Stronsay, who moved it from the foreshore at Lower Sta-

tion to the foreshore at Seafield, and converted it into a óhouseboatô, where it has re-

mained to this day. 

 In 2004, with the agreement of Mr Clive Martin, the present owner of the lifeboat, 

enquiries were undertaken to confirm the identity and origin of the lifeboat, with written 

statements provided by witnesses familiar with the boat during the 1940s and ó50s, which 

established beyond reasonable doubt that the lifeboat was from the SS Athenia. Since 

then, several of these witnesses have since died, and we owe them our gratitude for their 

invaluable help in identifying the lifeboat. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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ñSS Atheniaò lifeboat, converted to house-boat, foreshore, Seafield, Stronsay. 
(late 1950ôs) 

ñSS Atheniaò lifeboat - on foreshore at Seafield,  

(1995/6) 

 

(continued on next page) 
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  ñSS Atheniaò lifeboat on foreshore at Seafield, Stronsay. 

(2004/5) 

 

 

 

 It is 14 years since the validation of the SS Athenia lifeboat, and the elements have 

taken their toll. Various proposals have been made regarding the future of the boat, but 

the wheels of progress move very slowly indeed. Nevertheless hope springs eternal that 

this unique 2nd World War artefact can be saved, both for the benefit of the Stronsay 

community, and as a real memorial for  those who died at sea as a result of this tragedy. 

 The lifeboat has attracted considerable interest world-wide, particularly from the 

USA. I have received emails from relatives of survivors of the disaster, and many photo-

graphs of the SS Athenia and crew, prior to its fateful voyage. I understand that there is at 

least one active official óSS Athenia Clubô in the USA, possibly more. Nearer home, one 

of the Maritime Museums in Scotland, had and possibly still has, a special exhibition 

dealing with the sinking of the SS Athenia; she was after all, built in the Clyde. 

 Over recent years there have been many incomers to Stronsay to whom the history 

and circumstances of this lifeboat may be little known. Should you wish to learn more, 

the Stronsay Development Trust will have a copy of all of the full research found in this 

report and more available on their website www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/sdt.  

 Further heritage project updates will also be available on the website in the near fu-

ture. 

 Brian Crowe 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/sdt
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STEPHEN CLACKSONôS LETTER FROM SCHOOL PLACE 

Telling you what your councillor is up to in Orkney and beyond 

 At the meeting of the Monitoring & Audit Committee, our Internal Audit Annual Re-

port & Assurance Statement graded us only 3 (adequate) for ñopennessò.  I suggested we 

might have received a better grade had we instituted the regular question & answer ses-

sion I supported, but which was overwhelmingly rejected, at our last General Meeting 

(see my last Letter from School Place). 

 On my request, the latest meeting of the Dounreay Stakeholder Group (on which I 

represent OIC) was preceded in the afternoon by a tour of the ñHome of Decommission-

ing Excellenceò.  This was my first visit to a nuclear establishment for over 30 years, 

when I did a course in reactor physics (as part of my physics degree) at the University of 

London Reactor at Silwood Park in Berkshire.  I was disappointed to learn that the iconic 

dome (see photographs below) is to be demolished rather than being retained as a national 

monument to Britainôs nuclear industry (and continuing to be a landmark for shipping).  

At the evening meeting I asked about diffusion of tritium (a ɓ-emitting isotope of hydro-

gen) from low-level radioactive metallic waste stored at the site, and I received a reassur-

ing reply a week later.  As a result of my conversations outwith the meeting, the UK Ver-

tical Launch Project team is making arrangements to meet with Orkney councillors to ex-

plore areas that may be of mutual benefit. 

  
Togged-up for the tourðnote the Dounreay dome behind my left shoulder. 

 

 The Northern Alliance is an educational partnership between the eight northernmost 

Scottish local authorities.  Despite its including the three islands councils, its Regional 

Improvement Framework Plan, as I pointed out at the Education, Leisure & Housing 

Committee (ELH) meeting, lacks any recognition of the concept of ñinsularityò, some-

thing quite distinct from ñruralityò, especially when it comes to connectivity and poverty 

of access.  It is important we get this concept recognised before the Northern Alliance be-

comes the first regionalisation step on the road to Government Scotlandôs ambition to 

centralise everything.  

 

(continued on next page) 
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 On the housing front: OICôs Strategic Housing Investment Plan 2019/20-2023/24 is 

ready to be submitted to Government Scotland.  This is a document I had input into in my 

role as Vice-Chair of ELH in the last council.  It outlines how OIC will facilitate the use 

of available funding to provide affordable housing.  Of particular interest to the Isles are 

the opportunities offered by the Rural Housing Fund and the Islands Housing Fund.  With 

the assistance of OICôs Housing Services, the North Ronaldsay Development Trust has 

just received Ã90,000 from the latter towards the redevelopment of the islandôs school-

house. 

 The day before the meeting of the Orkney Health & Care Committee, I, along with 

the other committee members, had the opportunity to meet with our new Chief Officer for 

Heath & Care and the Integration Joint Board, Sally Shaw.  Folk in Sanday may remem-

ber Sally, as she lived on the island for a while.   

 At the meeting of the Orkney Ferries Board, I raised the matter of the inherent com-

munication shortcomings highlighted by the break-down of the Earl Thorfinn after nor-

mal office hours on Friday 14th Sept, and steps are being taken to improve these.  The first 

to be implemented is an after-hours recorded telephone message.  Another innovation, 

which will be welcomed, Iôm sure, is that discounted multi-journey books of tickets for 

cars will now be available for up to two registrations at a time per household. 

 Other meetings I have attended in Kirkwall include:  an update on the Repsol oil ter-

minal at Flotta; the first membersô political session since the recess, and corporate parent-

ing training. 

 Out in the Isles, this month I attended an event for all parents organised by the 

Sanday School Parent Council, and a meeting of the Stronsay School Parent Council.  I 

was accompanied to the Rousay, Egilsay, Wyre & Gairsay Community Council meeting 

by Andrew Blake, the Orkney Ferries Services Manager.  Andrew was available to ad-

dress the concerns of the community councillors and the public and answer their ques-

tions.  He has already been to Shapinsay to do this, and he will be visiting the other North 

Isles community councils in due course.  

 The next Community Council Conference will be on the 2nd Octoberða golden 

opportunity for community councillors to get together and share experiences. 

 

 

 
 

Cllr Dr Stephen Clackson 

West Manse, Sanday 

stephen.clackson@council.orkney.gov.uk   

 

You can download ñLetter from School Placeò from lfsp.pbworks.com  
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NAMING OF THE STRONSAY LIFEBOAT IN 1955 

Naming of the Stronsay lifeboat in 1955 which was attended by Jo and Laura Grimond. 

Stronsay folk in their Sunday best. Photo from Orkney Heritage Society via Clare Potts. 
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