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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the S1tronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 220 - October 2023 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on Thursday 30 November 2023. 
the deadline is 7pm on that date. 
Contact details for the Limpet’s editor are on the back page of every edition. 

 

GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The latest available roster for the Doctor and the Community Nurse can be found on the 

Stronsay Limpet’s website at https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Bonfire night Sat 4 Nov 

SWRI meeting Wed 8 Nov 

Industrial heritage—launch event Tue 14 Nov 

Industrial heritage—drop-in Wed 15 Nov 

Mobile library van visit Mon 20 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 25 Nov 

Christmas Tree Lighting Sat 2 Dec 

School Christmas holidays Mon 25 Dec 2023 – Fri 5 Jan 2024 

Orkney Ferries refit timetable starts Sun 7 Jan 2024 

Deadline for all cats to be micro-chipped Mon 10 Jun 2024 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - 29 Oct 2023 - 18 Feb 2024   

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 25 Sep 2023 to 4 May 2024 

Orkney Ferries - refit timetable 7 Jan to 9 Mar 2024 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

BANK NOW HAS A PHONE NUMBER 

Lois now has wi-fi and a telephone (616262) in the bank on Stronsay!  

UPDATE ON MICROCHIPPING OF CATS! 

IT ONLY APPLIES TO ENGLAND AT THE MOMENT 

 Previous notices on this topic were incorrect, it only applies to England and 

even then feral/barn cats are excluded: 

https://www.rspca.org.uk/-/news-rspca-welcomes-englands-new-mandatory-

microchipping-law 

 The Scottish Parliament is still discussing this matter: 

https://www.parliament.scot/api/sitecore/CustomMedia/OfficialReport?meetingId=13871 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
https://www.loganair.co.uk/media/hduj4h3l/koi-inter-isles-winter-2023-24-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-spring-2023-24-north-isles-integrated
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-refit-2024-north-isles-integrated
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/T/term_holiday_and_closure_dates.htm
https://www.rspca.org.uk/-/news-rspca-welcomes-englands-new-mandatory-microchipping-law
https://www.rspca.org.uk/-/news-rspca-welcomes-englands-new-mandatory-microchipping-law
https://www.parliament.scot/api/sitecore/CustomMedia/OfficialReport?meetingId=13871
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ANNUAL REVIEW OF “HEALTH & CARE IN ORKNEY” 

 Meghan McEwen, Board Chair, NHS Orkney has said “I would like to hear the voic-

es of isle communities for the NHSO Annual Review” 

 If you have any thoughts please see the advert below: 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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ORKNEY DIGITAL FORUM OCTOBER 2023 
From Liam McArthur MSP: 

 

 Information the presentation slides provided by speakers from the Scottish Govern-

ment, Openreach, Virgin O2 and Orkney Islands Council – available here (https://

www.liammcarthur.org.uk/news/article/orkney-representatives-lead-discussions-on-

improving-island-connectivity), alongside a brief news article commenting on the event. 

 The slides themselves offer useful summaries of the updates shared by speakers, in-

cluding details and expected timeframes for the continued rollout of broadband and mo-

bile internet. These include promising commitments to upgrade the coverage and speed of 

mobile networks across Orkney, as well as some useful clarification regarding the pro-

gression of broadband rollout under the R100 programme. One issue raised during the 

Q&A was the apparent exclusion of some properties neighbouring those that are due to 

get a connection or have one already. Openreach offered to investigate each case, so do 

please let me know if you think this applies to you. 

 Speakers also pointed to helpful resources to help islanders explore options for im-

proving connectivity. This included Digital Scotland’s broadband checker at 

www.scotlandsuperfast.com, which can offer information on whether your property is eli-

gible for a superfast broadband connection, when this is expected to be in place or, in-

deed, whether a superfast connection already available to you. One issue highlighted at 

the event was that only about 25% of the 1000 so properties already connected to super-

fast broadband in Orkney are actually making use of these connections, so it’s worth 

checking for updates if you have not done so already. 

 Additionally, to coincide with the Digital Forum on Friday, OIC have now launched 

a specialist service to support islanders in upgrading their internet connections. If you 

would like to receive updates, support or advice in improving connectivity at your home, 

I would encourage you to contact OIC through email at digital@orkney.gov.uk or by 

phoning 01856 873 535. 

 Finally, a number of people at the Forum expressed concern surrounding the planned 

switch off of analogue landline services at the end of next year, as providers transition 

over to the digital network ‘Voice Over Internet Protocol’. Alistair Carmichael has been 

raising concerns about the impact of this in the context of a planned UK-wide digital 

switch-over and, as he noted on Friday, it is going to be an agenda item at the Shetland 

Digital Forum being held in a few weeks. Given the understandable interest in this transi-

tion and the issues it might create in an island context, Alistair and I will be looking to 

hold a further Digital Forum early next year give this issue grater focus and hopefully 

hear from individuals directly involved in the rollout of ‘VOIP’, and will be happy to 

share further details on this in due course. 

 I hope these details have been of interest. Meantime, feel free to get in touch if you 

have any questions or issues you’d like to raise. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.liammcarthur.org.uk/news/article/orkney-representatives-lead-discussions-on-improving-island-connectivity
https://www.liammcarthur.org.uk/news/article/orkney-representatives-lead-discussions-on-improving-island-connectivity
https://www.liammcarthur.org.uk/news/article/orkney-representatives-lead-discussions-on-improving-island-connectivity
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THERE’S A DOG POO BIN AT MILL BAY! 

 Gentle reminder to folk that there is now a dog poo bin (and bags) at Mill Bay 

thanks to Ian Cooper. I'm emptying the bin either weekly or every two weeks. Please use 

it as intended.  

 Maya Bar-Tor 

TWENTY IS PLENTY! 

 That's the message that motorists see when they 

drive through villages in The Highlands. Of course, 

many people are rushing to catch ferries at Scrabster or 

Gill's Bay but speeding, as we know, can wreak havoc in 

the lives of those affected. Twenty is plenty has now be-

come an accepted part of the journey north.  

 Here on Stronsay, we live a different pace of life. 

We have learned, just recently, the effects of speeding on 

our island and while "twenty is plenty" is not something 

we would want here, slowing down especially around 

houses and the school can only be for the good of us all.  

 Please think about it... 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOGANAIR—DECEMBER 24
th

 & DECEMBER 31
st
 2023 

 
 Below are the revised operating times Loganair's inter isles flights for Christmas 
Eve and New Year's Eve 2023. Usual note applying to Sanday and Stronsay for Sundays. 
 

LM728 
Kirkwall – North Ronaldsay 11:00 – 11:17 
North Ronaldsay – Sanday 11:24 – 11:30 
Sanday – Stronsay  11:37 – 11:42 
Stronsay – Kirkwall  11:49 – 11:58 

 
LM729 

Kirkwall – Papa Westray 12:20 – 12:35 
Papa Westray – Westray  12:42 – 12:44 
Westray – Kirkwall  12:51 – 13:06 

OSTEOPATH VISITS TO STRONSAY 

 Holly Elliot, registered osteopath (GOsC 9607) from Helping Hands Health, will be 

back in Stronsay again on the following dates: 

• Friday 10th November 

• Friday 8th December 

 All clinics will be held in Wood's Yard between 10am and 5pm. Booking is available 

online for all dates using this link: 

https://helpinghandshealth.janeapp.co.uk. 

 If online booking is an issue for anyone then they can of course contact Holly and 

she will book them in. Holly's contact details are: 

• Phone 07377 689 237 

• Email info.helpinghandshealth@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last gathering for this year on Thursday 30th November, 7.00-9.00pm, Church Hall, £2/

person, refreshments available. Many thanks and see you soon  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://helpinghandshealth.janeapp.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR3p4r2TfjbsVDMT6BgXgiAvFnTP_UxFFCjwbzOgg8MKLr6arTTSvNmbIg4
mailto:info.helpinghandshealth@gmail.com
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Hidden Treasures 

 

 To better follow this story I think it would be helpful to first give some background 

information: When my wife Arna’s grandparents, James and Arnadyne Chalmers, retired 

from farming at the Lodge they moved to the Old Schoolhouse where they happily lived 

out their retirement and it was always a joy to visit them there as they sat beside the fire 

and regaled us with old stories and plied us with cups of tea. Hanging above that fireplace 

was an old framed picture of ‘The Stages of Life’, quite a well-known print depicting a 

man climbing a series of steps as he grew older until, after reaching the top of the steps in 

midlife, he descends the other side into old age. It was quite a memorable picture and, 

when James and Arnadyne passed away in the mid-80s another granddaughter, Arna’s 

cousin Jean Stout, who had always admired the picture, gave it a new home in her own 

kitchen, where it still hangs on the wall. 

 Taking a leap now to 2023, Margaret Cooper (nee Shearer) of Cott, who was origi-

nally a Shearer from Kirkhall, passed away in July. When the family cleared out the 

house they had a sale of some of the household items among which was a large framed 

picture quite similar in size and style to ‘The Stages of Life’ but this time depicting and 

titled ‘The Stages of a Woman’s Life’. On seeing the similarity between it and ‘The Stag-

es of Life’ print Arna thought this might be of interest to her cousin Jean and bought it.  

 She took this into Kirkwall with her and handed it over to Jean, who was delighted 

with it and hoped to hang the two ‘Stages of Life’ pictures together in her kitchen. Before 

hanging the print in the kitchen Jean thought she would give the frame a bit of a revamp 

and, in doing so, took the back off the frame where to her surprise she found a document 

of some sort tucked away between the print and the back board. Her surprise quickly 

turned to amazement when she discovered that this document was a Long Service Certifi-

cate more than 100 years old and, following this discovery, Jean returned the certificate to 

Stronsay to see if anyone knew anything about it or was aware of its history. 

On the left is Jean’s picture of ‘The Different Stages of Life’ and on the right ‘The Stages 

of a Woman’s Life’, such an appropriate place to find Jane Shearer’s certificate. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 17 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 220—October 2023 

The certificate was in excellent condition and, although the ink of the hand written details 

was a little faded, the document itself looked as if it could have been printed last week! 

This ‘Certificate for Long Service’, dated March 1914, had been presented by the 

‘Highland & Agricultural Society of Scotland’ (the Society was yet to gain its ‘Royal’ 

prefix) to Jane Shearer for 53 years of service and reads as follows: 

 

Highland & Agricultural Society 

Of Scotland 

Certificate for Long Service 

Awarded To 

Jane Shearer, Whitehall 

For Long and Approved Service of 

53 years with Thomas Sinclair, 

Mrs M L Sinclair and Robert B Bell 

on Whitehall Farm, Stronsay, Orkney 

 

 3 George IV Bridge 

 Edinburgh      March 1914 

 

Jane Shearer’s certificate, still in pristine condition after over 100 years. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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53 years of service on one farm was a remarkable achievement and, of the few who 

would have reached this milestone, it is unlikely that many would have been presented 

with a certificate to mark the event. Add to this the fact that, as a female in that era, it 

would have been unusual to see outstanding service of any kind receive the same recogni-

tion as that of a male counterpart and it becomes obvious that this was a most remarkable 

and noteworthy event for a woman of her time.  

 

 I found this a fascinating story and decided to try to find out a little more of the his-

tory of Jane Shearer and of how her certificate came to be hidden away in the back of a 

picture. I turned first to the Orkney Family History Society website, a great resource for 

any family history research, and checked the census records for the period Jane would 

have been in service. I soon found the 14 year old Jane in the 1861 census, staying with 

her parents at Whitehall and recorded there as an ‘agricultural labourer’. Although not al-

ways in the same house, Jane was to be found at or near Whitehall in every census there-

after, the last being in 1921 where, at the age of 74, her occupation was recorded as a 

‘retired domestic’. Jane died the following year. 

 Although Jane herself had never married she had seven siblings and I quickly came 

to realise that it was going to be difficult to try to find the line from them to the Shearers 

who came to be in Kirkhall. One of the siblings, Peter, seemed a strong possibility but I 

discovered that Peter had married in 1876 and had eleven children, the eldest being Peter 

born in 1878 and the youngest Georgina born in 1900. These siblings went on to produce 

an awfy lot of Shearers and, unsure if I was even on the right line from the previous gen-

eration, I asked David (whose mother was a Shearer) and Carwin Miller from Wardhill 

for help. They were both as intrigued with the story as I was and, although David knew 

nothing of Jane or her siblings, he had a wealth of information about the more recent 

Shearers. He was able to tell me that his granny’s name was Georgina Shearer, born in 

1900, and  so with my having moved forward through the generations and David having 

moved backward we more or less met in the middle to establish the direct link to Jane 

that we had been looking for! David was also able to tell me that the Shearers had moved 

from Whitehall to Huip in the 1920s and had later bought Kirkhall, moving there in 1935. 

He also had memories of ‘The Stages of a Woman’s Life’ hanging on the wall in Kirkhall 

and, when his aunt Margaret Shearer married John Cooper and moved to the farm of 

Blinkbonny the picture went too, later moving with John and Margaret to Cott when they 

retired. None of the family had any knowledge of the treasure hidden behind the print nor 

yet how it came to be there but we can only surmise that it may have been put there for 

safekeeping after Jane died in 1922 – possibly even when the family was flitting from 

Whitehall to Huip - and then forgotten about. Although there was probably little thought 

of this at the time, to safely conceal this certificate in the back of the picture of ‘The Stag-

es of a Woman’s Life’ for so long seems particularly appropriate. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Jane’s certificate, now framed and hanging in the Stronsay Heritage Centre 

 

 None of the family had any wish to keep the picture of ‘The Stages of a Woman’s 

Life’ and, if it hadn’t been bought on the off chance it might find a home, it could well 

have finished up in a skip, with Jane’s story vanishing along with the picture.  

 With the permission of the family, the Certificate has been gifted to the Stronsay 

Heritage Society and is again mounted in a frame, though this time in full view and 

proudly hanging on the Heritage Centre wall.  

 

Ian Cooper 

November 2023 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

PROPERTY FOR SALE 
Dunera, Lower Whitehall Road, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

 

A detached bungalow (period 1920-60s) with garden and parking space. 

Comprising huge sitting room sea facing, kitchen/diner, 4 bedrooms, shower room & hall 

(167 sq. metres) plus 4 sq. metre porch.  

Habitable but needs upgrading or project development. 

Oil fired central heating with multi fuel stove in living room.  

Water, phone connected.  

SEPA for up to 6 residents. 

Council Tax C. 

Primary energy indicator 288 kWh. 

£5736 over 3 years. Energy Efficiency Band E (44) – Scottish average is Band D - 60 

Environmental Band F (37) – Scottish average band D - 59 

 

HRV is £130,000 (25 Aug 2022). Condition = 13 (1), 8 (2), 0 (3). 

Interest invited. Not currently with external agent. 

Viewing by advanced appointment only. Flexible entry date. 

Offers invited above £125k. Finance options from seller. 

Leo Martini-Brown 

lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

CLIFTON FREE RANGE EGGS! 

EGGCITING NEWS!! 

ENJOY SOME CRACKING GOOD EGGS 

 Our happy hens are delighted to let you know that they are now producing top quali-

ty free range eggs. The eggs are available from outside the annex at Clifton for only 

£1.50/box. 

 Help yourselves and just put the money in the box. 

THANK YOU 

 Huge thanks to all who contributed to the shoebox appeal - 43 boxes have been de-

livered to McAdie and Reeve to begin their journey.  

 Elsie Dennison 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet%20-%20Sale%20of%20Dunera
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WANTED—INFORMATION 

re. history of SS Athenia life-boat, now at Seafield, Stronsay.  

 Can anyone help in establishing the identity of a Stronsay resident who actually 

lived in the SS Athenia converted lifeboat on the foreshore at Seafield, during the years 

1960-1980 (very approximate) together with his sheep!? 

 This information came from Mr Thomas Shearer, who lived at Seafield for many 

years from about 1983 - 2002, and who now lives in Kirkwall. He cannot remember this 

other man's name, and whilst it does not effect the wartime history of the lifeboat, it adds 

an interesting dimension to its post-war history.  

 Any information would be gratefully appreciated, thank you. 

 Brian Crowe 

RECYCLED CARDBOARD LOGS 

 Winter is coming, the nights are getting colder, and the recycling centre has plenty of 

recycled cardboard logs. They are a bargain at only £7.00 for 30 logs. Available at the re-

cycling centre or call Viv on 207.  

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Julie for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

PRIVATE TUITION 
 I am offering private tuition in a range of subjects to all school-age pupils and adult 

learners on a 1:1 or small group basis. I am available to teach all primary subjects, includ-

ing reading, writing, spelling and numeracy, and English for BGE and Senior Phase pu-

pils. I am happy to liaise with class teachers at Stronsay Junior High School in order to 

support progress towards targets and estimated grades, if a client (and parents/carers) are 

willing for this to occur.  

 I am also available to teach adult literacy and Higher/ Advanced Higher English or 

to lead a community literary appreciation class now again if there is enough interest. 

 As a Support for Learning Teacher and former SENCo I have spent many years spe-

cialising in teaching pupils with a range of learning and behaviour difficulties. I am quali-

fied to complete assessments and to write reports for examination access arrangements 

and for Pupil Support Plans/Child Plans.  

 If anyone would like to learn to play Clarinet, I am happy to take pupils of any age – 

beginners up to Grade 5, along with tuition in Music Theory as needed.  

 Please contact me on 616242 for an informal chat and details of prices and availabil-

ity. 

 Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

BUILDING PLOTS FOR SALE 

2 Building plots, Whitehall Village, Stronsay, Orkney 

£35K each. Planning in principle for 2/3 bed bungalow plus 2 parking spaces. Electricity 

and water supplies are on site. 

The plots are behind the village street making a secluded location but within easy walking 

distance of the shop, ferry, cafe and hotel. 

The tried and tested practice on the Orkney isles for building is to buy a house kit and ei-

ther have it erected by the supplier or our island contractor Castlehill Construction (who 

can also do the ground works) 

For information about Stronsay, our lifestyle, its good school and other facilities please 

visit www.visitstronsay.com 

For further information about the sites please contact  

• Sharon at Orkney Property Centre, Kirkwall on 01856 877866 or  

• Dianne & Paul on 07785111126 or  

• email drileymoore@hotmail.com 

Planning ref: 18/038/PIP on Orkney Islands Council planning web site  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:drileymoore@hotmail.com?subject=Building%20plots
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RECYCLING GUIDE FOR OUTER ISLES 

 Orkney Islands Council has published a “Household refuse and recycling welcome 

pack” which is available online at https://tinyurl.com/3bjcbacm. 

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2023 

Monday 20 November  

 

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

email library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

Announcements by charities or local groups, clubs and organisations are FREE! 

The cutoff date for the next edition of the Limpet is at the foot of page 1 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/3bjcbacm
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

On the back page of every edition of the Limpet there is a list of useful telephone num-

bers including the emergency numbers for reporting problems with water or electricity. 

EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE 

 Located at Wood's Yard we have a cabin full of great pieces of equipment including 

E-bikes, kayaks, wetsuits, beach games, sports equipment, accessibility aids and more. 

 Give us a call on 616410 or email cdostronsay@gmail.com and see what's available. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee
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SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

 

 

 

 

 

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 

 Stronsay swimming pool is looking for enthusiastic, reliable and conscientious peo-

ple to become part of the pool team. 

 We will train you using the national standard RLSS National Pool Lifeguard Quali-

fication and in return all we ask is you help us keep our small pool open and sustainable. 

 The ability to swim and a degree of fitness is required before you start your journey 

into ‘lifeguard life’. 

 Interested parties should contact Andy Rose: email andyrose85@btinternet.com, 

phone 01857 616277 or mobile 07769 689 310 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:andyrose85@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20pool%20lifeguards
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

• Sunday & holidays: 11am 

• Tuesday: 8.00am 

• All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

GOLGOTHA MONASTERY, PAPA STRONSAY 

DAILY STREAMING BROADCAST 

There is a daily streaming broadcast from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay. 

http://www.papastronsay.com/live 

The broadcast runs from 4pm – 7pm (the times shown are approximate): 

• 4pm  Short talk by one of the priests. 

• 4:30pm Recitation of the Rosary. 

• 5pm  Mass. 

• 6pm  Further prayers and office of the day. 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Weekly service at 11am. 
Minister—Rev David Locke, phone 616284. 

Stronsay kirk’s website: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
http://www.papastronsay.com/live
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

 

Pupil Transport 

Please contact Michael for any change to your requirement for the bus in the morning or 

afternoon.  There is currently no need to contact school for this. 

Text/WhatsApp 07508884024 

Call 616 376 

Minibus available for hire. Please get in touch for rates. 

FISHMART CAFÉ—SUNDAY MEAL SPECIALS! 
See next page for details 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

BUILDING WORK 

Building work carried out by time-served tradesman 

No job too small! 

Please note changed telephone number 

Phone Paul Williams on 616222 or email williams778@btinernet.com 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

On the back page of every edition of the Limpet there is a list of useful telephone num-

bers including the emergency numbers for reporting problems with water or electricity. 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:williams778@btinernet.com
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

Holmsgarth Crafts 
 

 

Seasonal Gifts, 

Memory bears, 

Stronsay book bags, and much more 

Many items can be personalised  

Made To Order 

 

 

 
Contact Margaret McAnally - Holmsgarth Crafts | Facebook 

07432614089 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/384114885050435
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a 

large woodland garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views 

of the surrounding countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The 

ferry terminals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link 

Ferries) are no more that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours 

away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. Details of the deadline for the next edition are on the front page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet


 

Page 43 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 220—October 2023 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

POST OFFICE OPENING TIMES etc 

Monday to Saturday . . . . . . . . 8:30am—5:00pm 
Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Every Thursday 9:30am to 3pm, phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing: 4 Dec 2023 & 12 Feb 2024 
Island Link Officer.. . . . . . . . Fishmart office 10 to 12 on Tue, Thu & Sat. Phone 616475 
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  Mon 20 November 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Tuesday (bags out by 8am but not on the night before!) 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Castle Bird Reserve . . . . 616363 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616352 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hairdresser . . . . . . . . . . . 616337 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 

Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 
Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616335 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi . . . . . . . . .  616335 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

