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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 225 - March 2024 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on 30 April 2024, the deadline is 7pm 
on that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The latest available roster for the Doctor and the Community Nurse can be found on the 

Stronsay Limpet’s website at https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Stronsay Archaeological Survey - Field walking Mon 15 Apr & Thu 18 Apr 

Stronsay Stitchers Thu 25 Apr 

Orkney Ferries summer timetable starts Sun 5 May 

Spring Craft Fair Sat 11 May 

OIC Special Collection Mon 13 May 

Citizens Advice Bureau visit Wed 15 May 

Mobile library van visit Mon 20 May 

Digital forum Fri 31 May 

Peedie concert Fri 21 Jun 

Massive Weekend! Fri/Sat/Sun 16/17/18 Aug 

Stronsay SWRI centenary Sat 7 Sep 

Bingo Sat 28 Sep 

Bonfire Night & quiz Sat 9 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 23 Nov 

Christmas Tree lighting Sat 30 Nov 

Hogmanay Dance Tue 31 Dec 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - interisland timetable 19 Feb 2024 to 26 Oct 2024 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 25 Sep 2023 to 4 May 2024 

Orkney Ferries - summer timetable 5 May 2024 to 29 Sep 2024 

Orkney Ferries - Summer Excursions 2024 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

COMPANIONS GROUP 

Meets every Wednesday in the Fishmart Café at 2pm for a cuppa & cake whilst chatting 

and catching up with the news. For more information phone Shirley on 438. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
https://loganair-vm-live.big-digital.co.uk/media/xusnzq3s/orkney-inter-isles-summer-2024-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-spring-2023-24-north-isles-integrated
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-north-isles
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-excursions-timetable
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/T/term_holiday_and_closure_dates.htm
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STRONSAY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

 UHI Archaeology Institute is re-convening the Stronsay Archaeological Survey in 

April 2024, after a 17 year hiatus, under the leadership of Dr Ben Elliott. We will be re-

starting fieldwalking activities on an annual basis, aiming to cover as much ploughed land 

as possible to find material evidence of past lives in Stronsay. Fieldwalking is an accessi-

ble way to identify and record the archaeology brought to the surface by the plough, and 

can help us to better understand the distributions of lots of different kinds of artefacts and 

activities across an entire landscape. If you are happy spending the day outdoors, walking 

fields, and adding to our knowledge of Stronsay’s history, then this could well be for you! 

Fieldwalking will take place on Monday April 15th and Thursday April 18th, from 10.00-

17.00. If you are interested in being involved in this, please contact Ben in advance via 

email: benjamin.elliott@uhi.ac.uk, and he can give you the full details of where to meet 

and what to expect. All welcome.  

LOGANAIR - AIR DISCOUNT SCHEME (ADS) 

AND INTER ISLAND DISCOUNTS  

 I thought that with a number of new people on the island and as a general  reminder 

it might be helpful to give the following information:  

 If you are an Orkney resident you can apply for the Air discount scheme  (ADS). 

This gives you 50% off the fare cost between Kirkwall and all  Scottish airports. To regis-

ter call the ADS Team on   

Freephone 0800 032 2890 or  

email info@airdiscountscheme.com 

 If you are using the inter-island “peedie” plane, fares from Stronsay to Kirkwall are 

currently £19 per adult return. If you are travelling from Kirkwall to Stronsay as the first 

part of  your return, the fare is double. However, if  you are over 60 then if  you book by 

phone you will get the return discount of £19. Please note that you cannot get the dis-

count when booking on line. If you do not know when you will use the return part (from 

Stronsay to  Kirkwall) just ask for an open return (valid for three months) you then  need 

to book the date you later decide on. Alternatively, you can book any date in the next 

three months and later change that date by logging on to Manage My Booking on the Lo-

ganair website orkneyres@loganair.co.uk. Open return tickets are only bookable by call-

ing Logan air on 01856 872494. It’s also worth remembering that Logan air occasionally 

have sales e.g. Easter sale is now on. So, consider booking now to save on fares. Fly  

Flex and Fly Flex+ allow you to change dates through Manage My Booking.   

 I hope that this is useful.  

Dian ne Riley, Chair, Visit Stronsay Group.  

visitstronsay.com. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:benjamin.elliott@uhi.ac.uk
mailto:info@airdiscountscheme.com?subject=%20Stronsay
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STRONSAY HERITAGE SOCIETY 

Stronsay Heritage Society now has a Facebook presence: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/360918173546885 

DIGITAL FORUM—FRIDAY 31 MAY 

From Alistair Carmichael MP & Liam McArthur MSP, 22 March 2024 

 Last year, we promised that our next Digital Forum event would focus on the 

planned transition from the UK’s analogue ‘copper wire’ landline system to a digital land-

line network, known as ‘Digital Voice’ or ‘Voice Over Internet Protocol (VOIP)’. This 

followed considerable interest in this issue at last October’s Digital Forum, as well as cor-

respondence from a number of constituents raising understandable concerns about poten-

tial impact of a digital transition on communities in Orkney. 

 We are now pleased to confirm that the next Forum will be held later this spring, 

with representatives from BT and the UK network regulator, Ofcom, attending to 

provide information regarding their work to prepare for the planned 2025 switch-off of 

the ‘copper wire’ analogue network. 

 We will also have the opportunity to hear updates from Openreach and EE on the 

continued rollout of mobile and broadband coverage the islands. 

 The event will take place from 12-2pm on Friday 31 May in the St Magnus Cen-

tre, Kirkwall, with a ‘hybrid’ option available so that those unable to attend in person 

can tune in and participate online. As with previous Digital Forums, the format will con-

sist of presentations from speakers followed by open Q&A sessions. 

 Anyone who wants to find out more about either the digital switchover or the expan-

sion of connectivity in the isles is welcome to come along. Further details, including 

speakers and details on how to join remotely, will be shared in due course. In the mean-

time, you can register your interest at the Facebook event listed here. 

STRONSAY DRAMA GROUP 

From Louise McQuaid 

 We are looking for feedback from young people to develop drama activities on 

Stronsay through a funding invitation which is very exciting for us! Their voice is im-

portant as community members and should be part of the decision making process as it 

will have a direct impact on them. They don't need to be involved with the drama group 

and have no obligation to join.  

 Could parents please share with their children and support them in completing this 

short survey. It is anonymous, and any details entered in the survey that compromise ano-

nymity will not be used or shared. 

 The survey closes on Sunday 14th April. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/360918173546885
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/81429812/462431048/1680558177?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9MSUJVSy9MSUJVSy8xLzM4NTM1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjU2NGU3YzE4LTRjZTgtZWUxMS1hYWYwLTAwMjI0ODIyMzc5NCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAicmljYXJka
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAN__gUkd3NUNkpJSEo0Vkc5TFQzT1VSWURBUzA4SlFSUS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAN__gUkd3NUNkpJSEo0Vkc5TFQzT1VSWURBUzA4SlFSUS4u
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STRONSAY SWRI - CENTENARY! 

 Stronsay SWRI will be celebrating their 100 year anniversary on Saturday 7th Sep-

tember 2024. We will be having a buffet meal in the community centre for all present and 

past members! If anyone has any old photos/memorabilia that they’d be happy to share, 

please contact me as soon as possible, we’d hopefully have a slideshow on the TV of old 

photos. Also any stories or memories that you have would be appreciated, thank you! 

 Sheena Cooper 

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2024 

20 May, 15 July, 9 September, 4 November  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

Stronsay Craft Fairs 2024 - for your calendar 

Spring - Saturday 11th May 

Christmas - Saturday 23rd November 

For more information or to book a table please contact Simone on 616 281 or PM Face-

book. 

Stronsay Stitchers - Thursday 25
th

 April 

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person 

We are an informal group meeting monthly doing our own stitchy things. You can bring 

any project you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting etc. Everyone wel-

come. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
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 Sunday 31st March  2024  

The Manse,  Stronsay KW17 2AF KIRK CORNER 

DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

01857 616284 

 

 Happy Easter!  

 Its Easter time, and dare I risk saying its Springtime? As we 

move into April, surely there is hope despite all the bad weather we have had, better days 

lie ahead.  For Christians  the real source of hope at this time is Easter.  And despite all 

the terrible things going in our world, despite all the hard or sad or painful things going 

on in our lives, Easter can give us hope; not just that death need not be the end, but that 

there is a spirit that can help us through our troubles and even change things for good. 

 We can see many different aspects of Jesus:  at Christmas his birth and hope of 

peace,; in His life, his compassion and care for the least, the lost, the lonely, the hurting , 

and his challenge to open up to the Way of loving others, with God’s help. But its so often 

in this last week, called Holy Week, that we see the deepest truth of Jesus, amidst the 

sheer horrors of life and death  from his courageous entry to face evil, coming as a bring-

er of peace not war. His humanity in how despite his fate looming, he still has time to 

help those who other people reject and put down.    

 Jesus also shows over this past week he came and still comes to challenge unjust au-

thorities and selfishness that destroys others. In our service on Maundy Thursday this 

week, our readings suggested one day there will be judgement on nation states that con-

duct horrific crimes against humanity. Until then, we have to live in the real mixture we 

know of pain and death and struggle, but also live with hope and spirit and goodness and 

forgiveness that Easter uniquely shows.  

 Once again I turn to Salvador Dali’s painting of 

Christ of Saint John of the Cross, that hangs in Glas-

gow’s Kelvingrove  Art Gallery. It inspired me as a 

youth and still does. It’s a painting which suggests that 

somehow  at Easter, the world can have fresh hope, 

God is reaching down to bring light into  darkness, 

through all Jesus achieves on the cross. God reaches 

down through his son to bring life and light amidst or-

dinary life of fisher folk,  and our world.   Dali said it 

spoke to him of Christ as the very unity of the universe.  

 That someone as strange, eccentric, and at times 

people say mad or bad, as Dali, can paint something as 

religious as this, is also encouraging. It suggests God 

can reach out to anyone despite all our faults, and helps 

us use our talents for good, if we open up enough to 

His Spirit, and maybe see the inspiring around us.  

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
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 We watched a bit of Gladiators on tv, and two of the people thought not to be very 

good, came through to do well. There is hope in life that those who seem not good 

enough, can sometimes win through. It does not mean the sporting sides we support, will 

win, but there is hope, and because of Easter there is hope for ourselves and this world of 

ours. I heard yesterday how someone not far from here, had recently paid a large sum 

from life savings, to help friends escape the horrors of Gaza. If one person can be so in-

spired and caring to put money second to help someone in great peril, maybe there is 

hope for us all, in seeing goodness and, in being challenged to do our bit to share the light 

amidst the darkness,  

 Some people say Easter is just a legend or a con trick; but the facts do not support 

that.  I am a natural sceptic and questioner, and have examined and studied the historical 

facts When combined with modern day experiences, I believe with all my heart and life, 

Jesus was no conman, nor just a good man who can inspire us by his selfless example, but 

that He lived on somehow through the horror of the Cross Easter to offer the spiritual 

presence of God today for people like me and you through life’s ups and downs- if we let 

him in. 

 He does not promise a life free of pain, death or disaster, but rather a Spirit working 

in and through people to help and inspire us as we share together for the good of those in 

need.  Somehow his spirit lives on to help anyone seeking his love, friendship, hope for-

giveness and encouragement.  

 I know its true because he has been the bedrock in 

my life that enables me to do far more than I ever be-

lieved possible, through as many ups and downs, evils 

and goodness as most of us face. Anyone who knows me, 

knows I am far far from perfect and get it wrong regular-

ly, but I am more than I would ever have been without the 

help of the Risen Jesus, and I know at times the Peace on-

ly he can offer amidst it all. I  believe he wants to offer 

that to anyone, not least at Eastertime.  Amidst all life 

throws at us, there is  hope- Jesus died but his Spirit lives 

on to inspire around our struggling world.  

Easter is a time for hope and this year especially when 

the clocks change,  we can be challenged to use our time, 

to do our bit to see and share that hope, that goodness,  

that spirit, in our everyday lives. Can you let the Hope of Easter go with you and despite 

the world’s darkness, see and share  the good around anew in the weeks to come? Maybe 

in the little things like a smile, an act of kindness, a better night’s sleep, someone laugh-

ing, an encouraging word, and of course Spring flowers and other signs of fresh hope? 

 Join us please at any of our services in the weeks to come. I pray you have a blessed 

Eastertime and beyond.   

 David    Rev David I W Locke.  MA M.Sc., BD 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Fishmart specials subject to availability on the day, normal menu also  

available. 

£14.50 for 2 courses 

To book a table please call 616401 during opening hours. 

Sunday 3rd March Beef suet pie & seasonal 
veg 

Fruit crumble & custard 

Sunday 10th March FISHMART CLOSED - 

Sunday 17th March Homemade Lasagne, 
chips, side salad & 

colslaw 
 

Pineapple upside-down 
cake & custard 

Sunday 24th March Mince, tatties & seasonal 
veg 

Chocolate brownie &  
vanilla ice cream 

Sunday 31st March 
(Easter Sunday) 
 

Homemade chicken  
Kiev, new potatoes &  

seasonal veg 

 
Fruit crumble & custard 

Sunday 7th April Cottage pie & seasonal 
veg 

Jam sponge & custard 

Sunday 14th April Gammon steak, chips, 
peas or beans & optional 

fried egg 

 
Eton mess 

Sunday 21st April Chicken casserole & rice Raspberry cheesecake 

Sunday 28th April Chicken Enchiladas Lemon sponge & custard 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY FLOODING 

Leo Martini-Brown 

 SEPA issue a ‘Flood Risk Management Plan Data Sheet for Whitehall’ which is tar-

get area 371 with the category 1 status (highest risk). Apparently 70 people and 60 houses 

and businesses are currently at risk from flooding and this will increase to 100 people and 

80 homes and businesses by the 2080s due to climate change. 

 Notable floods took place in 1953 and 2005. 

 SEPA’s current plans cover 

• 3711: To avoid flood risk 

• 3712: Preparation for flooding 

• 3713: Reduction of flood risk 

 SEPA acts in partnership with many other bodies and there is a key task for local 

Councils and Community Councils via resilience plans. These need constant review and 

updating. 

 By the end of June SEPA would like public comments on whether new poten-

tially vulnerable areas for flooding (PVAs) can be identified. This consultation can 

be via Citizen Space or contact Peter.Finnie@sepa.org.uk. Are there any others in 

Stronsay? 

 The issue will be considered at the next Community Council meeting and I am sure 

that CC members would welcome suggestions and practical proposals.   

 There are rare cases where a strategic decision is taken not to defend against flood-

ing, perhaps due to cost. IF global warming is not brought under control how frequent 

might flooding become here? 

 If plans to mitigate are costed and viable then I suggest that a failure to provision 

should result in LOWER Council Taxes – so that locals can make their own (or collec-

tive) steps. 

 Comments invited 

A KINDLY REMINDER FROM GERAMOUNT SURGERY 
 We understand that on occasions you cannot attend your booked appointment at the 

surgery, but if for whatever reason you cannot attend your appointment, could we please 

ask that you inform the surgery as soon as possible. This then allows the appointment to 

be given to another patient. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:Peter.Finnie@sepa.org.uk?subject=Stronsay%20SEPA
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Stronsay Schools Part 5 –  

A new Head, a new Schoolhouse and a new Century 

 In last month’s article we left the school and the island celebrating Queen Victoria’s 

Diamond Jubilee. After the excitement of such a historic event, School Board minutes 

quickly returned to more mundane matters: 

 Robert Miller from Coweshouse, who had been Compulsory Officer for the last 18 

years, announced his resignation in October 1897 as he was leaving the island. A new 

Compulsory Officer was quickly appointed, this being Peter Shearer of Schoolbrae, at a 

cost of 2/4d (12p) per day. His duties were to include calling at each school once a fort-

night to ascertain attendance levels and in order to obtain a list of absentees from each 

and to call on these absentees and parents where necessary. He was also to be at the call 

of the clerk where needed and to report to the Board on attendance levels once a month. It 

seems that Mr Miller didn't, in fact, leave the island as he remained as clerk and treasurer 

to the School Board for many years afterwards. 

 Grace and Elsie Brown both resigned their posts in February 1898, one as teacher at 

the South School and the other at the Central, with Miss A F Blyth appointed to replace 

Elsie to the assistantship at the Central, with a salary of £55. 

 

 
This advert, seeking replacements for the Misses Brown, appeared  

in the Scotsman in January 1898.  
 A severe snowstorm disrupted the school in March 1898, with impassable roads 

leading to the school being closed on the 20th and remaining so until the 28th. The school 

was once again opened on a number of Saturdays after this to try to make up for lost 

teaching and learning time.  

 Regular HMI inspections continued to take place and, with another inspection ap-

proaching in 1898, school cleaner Mrs Wallace from Park Cottage was asked to scrub all 

the floors in the Central School weekly and continue doing so until after the inspection. 

Her efforts must have helped make a good impression as the subsequent report of this in-

spection was thought to be very acceptable and the clerk was instructed to convey to the 

school the Board’s appreciation of the extremely satisfactory work the teachers had ac-

complished during the year. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 In April 1899 Mr Macpherson, who had given thought to resigning 3 years earlier 

but had been offered an increased salary and persuaded to stay in post, again submitted 

his resignation as headmaster after 6 years in the post and this was reluctantly accepted 

by the Board. Before he left the island in June the children presented him with a 'purse of 

sovereigns' as a mark of their own and their parents' respect. Just how many sovereigns 

were enclosed in the purse isn't known but, bearing in mind that the equivalent of a sover-

eign in 1898 would be well in excess of £100 today, this must have been a substantial 

gift. 

 The post was advertised at a salary of £125 but, although a number of applications 

were received, none were deemed suitable and the post was re-advertised, this time at a 

salary of £140. Mr George Milne from Dufftown was the successful applicant in this sec-

ond round, taking up the post in August. 

 A few months later, in January 1900, Mr Milne announced that he could not live in 

the schoolhouse in its present state and, after viewing reports on the property, the Board 

agreed that it would be more practical to build a new schoolhouse at the same site rather 

than repair the old.  

 That same month George Milne volunteered for service with the Gordon Highland-

ers, who were fighting in the Boer War in South Africa at the time. It seems he may have 

had second thoughts about this move as, soon after, he told his commanding officer, Cap-

tain Campbell, that he couldn’t take up the post as the School Board refused to keep his 

place open for him. This was a statement that was hotly contested by the Board as, they 

maintained, they were unaware Mr Milne had volunteered and that there had been no in-

dication from him of his wish to resign his post! In the meantime, having taken George 

Milne at his word, Captain Campbell had written a letter of complaint to the Scotsman 

stating that the School Board had refused to keep Private Milne’s position open while, he 

wrote, the Board were also stipulating that Mr Milne supply a substitute to cover the 2 

months of his notice. The Board responded robustly to this allegation, writing strongly 

worded letters refuting the accusation to both the Scotsman and the Orkney Herald. Cap-

tain Campbell’s statements, which the Board insisted had no foundation in truth, were 

recorded in the minutes as having caused great distress to members of the Board.  

 Mr Milne’s resignation was subsequently tendered in a letter dated 2nd February 

1900, to take immediate effect, and was readily accepted by the Board. The Headmaster 

post was then advertised yet again, with 26 year old Shapinsay man Mr James Drever ap-

pointed to the vacant post in March 1900 at a salary of £140, along with a free house, yet 

to be built! This lack of a house didn’t seem to bother Mr Drever unduly and he took up 

the post the following month. 

 A tender for the new schoolhouse was accepted soon after, with James Chalmers of 

Sandybank submitting the only tender. This comprised £399-10/- for the building of 

house and offices, £10-10/- for the supply of gates and £30 for the boundary wall and 

gates - a total of £440. An application for a loan of £440 to cover this cost was submitted 

to the Government-funded Public Works Loan Commissioners and this was successful, 

with the loan to be repaid over 40 years. The work was quickly authorised and went 

ahead at pace, with Mr Drever soon happily taking up residence in the newly built house. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 Applications were invited from older pupils to apply for the post of pupil teacher at 

the Central School with the aim of this being a first step toward training for the teaching 

profession. Applications were received from Mary S Gorie of Clestrain, Annie Jane Logie 

from Brigend and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Fotheringhame from Hescombe, all three girls being 

aged about 14. With what was thought to be three very suitable applicants it was agreed 

that a competitive examination should be held to decide who should be appointed, with 

the successful applicant initially being paid a salary of £5 as a monitor. After this exami-

nation in December1899 the results were recorded as: Annie Jane Logie 65%, Lizzie 

Fotheringhame 50% and Mary Gorie 45%. Miss Logie and Miss Fotheringhame were 

both appointed as monitors on the understanding that, on reaching the age of 15, they 

would then be engaged as pupil-teachers. All three young ladies were later to move on to 

become qualified teachers and teach in Stronsay, two of them until they retired. 

 Miss Blyth resigned as Assistant Teacher in July 1900, with Miss Isabella Shearer of 

Stromness being appointed as her replacement at a salary of £65. By this time Annie J 

Logie and Lizzie Fotheringhame had been engaged as pupil-teachers, with both young 

ladies to be paid at a rate of £7 for year 1, £9 for year 2, £11 for year 3 and £13 for year 4.  

 At this time, although school education had been available to all up to the age of 14 

since 1883, it appears there was no compulsion to attend after the age of 12 or 13 if pupils 

could prove by examination that they had a basic level of education and the prospect of 

full time employment. This all changed in 1901when new legislation made it compulsory 

for all pupils to attend school until reaching the age of 14.  

 Records of the number of pupils attending school seem to be hard to find but, in that 

same year of 1901, the roll at the Central School was recorded as 154. 

 Influenza hit the island once more in 1901 with the school being closed from 24 th 

May until 17th June to try to help control the spread of the raging epidemic.  

 Ongoing snowstorms were recorded every day from the 7th to the 14th February 1902 

with the school shut during that time. 

  At a School Board meeting the following month a motion was agreed that, to pre-

vent the old Central Schoolhouse falling into ruin the office of Janitor and Compulsory 

Officer should be dependent on him occupying the said house and that the present incum-

bent should be given 3 months’ notice of his services no longer being required. A few 

months later Alexander Chalmers of Balfour Cottage was appointed to the combined post 

of janitor of the Central School and Compulsory Officer and moved into the old school-

house, now renamed School Cottage. I haven’t been able to find out just where the old 

school house was in relation to the new but it seems they must have been quite close to-

gether. 

 A two day school holiday had been declared for 26th and 27th June 1902 to celebrate 

the Coronation of King Edward VII and his wife, Queen Alexandra. Unfortunately, due to 

the ill health of the King, the Coronation had to be postponed at very short notice. At the 

King’s request the nationwide celebrations still went ahead as planned on those dates alt-

hough the Coronation itself, now a much smaller affair, wasn’t held until 9th August. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 1902 also saw more resignations and appointments, with James Drever resigning his 

headship in July, to be replaced by Mr Robert J Arnaud at a salary of £140. Irish lass Jes-

sie Smith, who had received high praise from the Inspectors over the years and had been 

in post for 8 years, resigned her post as infant mistress in August and was replaced by 

Miss EJ Struthers.   

 In September 1902 a glowing HMI report recorded that Stronsay was the best school 

in Orkney outwith Kirkwall and Stromness. The teaching staff at that time were Mr RJ 

Arnaud, Miss EJ Struthers and Miss IS Shearer, along with Annie J Logie and Lizzie 

Fotheringhame as pupil teachers in their third year. The school roll at this time was stand-

ing at 143. 

  Later in 1902 a number of cases of scab had been recorded and, due to the highly 

contagious condition of the condition, a number of pupils had been excluded.  

 In March 1903, on the application of John Leslie of the boat ‘Fear Not’, it was 

agreed by the Board that his 12 year old son John should be exempted from school until 

the end of August to enable him to assist on his father’s herring drifter as a coiler. I’m not 

sure what ‘Health and Safety’ would have made of such a request today! A number of 

other requests for exemption were also granted, mainly for the older children to work on 

the farm or assist at home to allow a parent out to work. Very soon after these exemptions 

were granted the Board received a letter from headmaster Mr Arnaud pointing out the det-

rimental effect these exemptions were having on teaching within the school.   

 In March 1904 it was intimated that both pupil teachers at the Central School - An-

nie Jane Logie and Lizzie Fotheringhame - had passed the ‘King’s Scholarship Examina-

tion’, qualifying them as fully fledged teachers. Soon afterwards 2 more pupil teachers 

were appointed to the Central School - Ella Scott of Wardhill and Margaret Cooper of Tif-

maka.  

 It is interesting to note that, in the School Log of 1st July 1904, (the last day of the 

school term),  headmaster Mr Arnaud records that ‘The two Pupil Teachers’ engagements 

had terminated on 30th June. Annie Logie however, out of a sense of decency, put in an 

appearance today:  not so Liz Fotheringhame.’ Miss Fotheringhame was obviously not in 

favour that day! 

 Rev Joseph Caskey, who had been minister of the Established Church on Stronsay 

for 57 years, died on 18th May 1904 and as a mark of respect all schools were closed on 

the day of his funeral. 

 In July Miss Struthers left the Central, to be replaced by Miss Elizabeth Williamson 

of Kirkcaldy at a salary of £85. That same month Miss Shearer resigned due to ill health 

and her successor as teacher in the intermediate department was Miss Beatrice Ramsey of 

Midlothian, with her salary set at £75. Pupil teacher Ella Scott resigned in October as she 

was going to Canada with her family and headmaster Mr Arnaud then resigned in No-

vember 1904, to be replaced by Thomas Fullerton from Stonehaven in January 1905. Af-

ter his appointment took effect members of the teaching staff were: Headmaster Mr TA  

Fullerton, together with Assistant Teachers Elizabeth Williamson and Beatrice Ramsey, 

aided by Maggie J Cooper in her 2nd year as a Pupil Teacher. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 Both of the female teachers at the Central School were boarding at the old Central 

Schoolhouse, now renamed School Cottage, with the Compulsory Officer and his family. 

Finding the sanitary arrangements there far from ideal the ladies requested that the School 

Board should provide a water closet for their use. This was quickly agreed and a water 

closet suitable for both the teachers and the compulsory officer and his family was soon 

built at a total cost of £11.  

  A rather intriguing entry in the school log on 9th May 1906 recorded the headmaster, 

together with a number of the senior scholars, had visited a farm ‘to inspect a manure de-

stroyer.’ Just what a manure destroyer was and what its purpose would have been is left to 

the imagination but it may well have been an early form of a machine to spread farmyard 

manure (or dung as it was better known) on the fields.  

 Mr Fullerton tendered his resignation in December 1906 and, after a long and tedi-

ous advertising and appointment process in which 3 previous applicants had been ap-

proached and declined the post, Mr J McKechnie took up duties in March 1907. This ap-

parently turned out to be a most unsatisfactory appointment, with Mr AW McCallum from 

Burray replacing Mr McKechnie just a few months later. In his first entry in the school 

log, Mr McCallum noted that he had spent his first day at school filling in forms which 

should have been done by his predecessor!  

 School Board accounts for that year, which would have been for all 3 Stronsay 

schools, showed an income of £469 from various grants, with an additional £60 granted 

from the Airy Mortification (a charitable fund for endowing the education of Stronsay pu-

pils), a total of £529. Expenditure included £505 in teachers’ salaries, £21 in School 

Board Officer’s salaries, £8 on postages and advertising, £52 on books and apparatus, £28 

on repairs, £20 on rates, taxes and insurance, £36 on fuel and cleaning, and £65 on loan 

interest and repayments, a total of £735 which left a deficit for the year of £206. With a 

balance of £60 carried forward from the previous year and a withdrawal of £146 from the 

local rates this balanced the books nicely. If only life was always so simple! 

 In November 1906 a visiting committee called along each school, finding the North 

School attendance record very good and the other two schools good but went on to note 

their ‘regret that so many scholars should be kept at home to work and for reasons not 

given as to necessitate so much visitation from the Compulsory Officer.’  

 Mr McCallum seemed to be a stickler for punctuality and, if any of his teaching staff 

were late in their arrival at school, this was duly noted in the log. Miss Williamson 

seemed to be a regular offender, being 15 minutes late on 3rd July 1907 and 8 minutes late 

the following day. These misdemeanours continued to be logged over the following 

months, with the headmaster warning Miss Sinclair, the junior Pupil Teacher, about her 

continuing absence and lack of punctuality. This seemed to have the desired effect as on 

7th March 1908 Mr McCallum thought it worth to record that all the teachers were at their 

posts on time that day and working earnestly.  
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 After a series of good HMI reports, the school inspection in 1907 was much more 

critical due in some part, the inspector believed, to changes in teaching staff. With the ap-

pointment of the new head (Mr McCallum) the report was more positive about the future 

of the school as it moved forward. The report was also quite critical of the building itself, 

stating that ‘The school is dingy and out of repair, and the walls in several places are dis-

figured by scribbling. The woodwork should be painted and the walls should be disteme-

pered. At least one of the rooms is damp. The office accommodation is insufficient. The 

Board should keep in view the necessity of refurnishing the Infant room.’ It concluded by 

saying that the grant paid out by the Scotch Education Department to schools meeting 

their set standards, upon which the school relied so much for its funding, had been paid 

but with considerable hesitation. 

 An outbreak of chicken pox in July 1907 resulted in all children in affected house-

holds being excluded from the school. Then, more seriously, in October an outbreak of 

Scarlet Fever was prevalent on the island and this led to the school being shut on the 22nd 

of that month, reopening on 4th November after being fumigated and disinfected. The 

children from the Station, where the disease still had a strong hold, were excluded for a 

further 2 weeks. 

 Maggie J Cooper of Tifmaka had passed her final Pupil Teacher King’s Examination 

by July 1908 and was appointed as a fully qualified Assistant Teacher, joining headmaster 

Alexander W McCallum, Elizabeth Williamson and Beatrice Ramsey on the school staff. 

Attendance at the time was once again reported as poor, with many of the older pupils be-

ing kept home to help with the singling (hoeing turnips). 

 The HMI report around that same time showed a great improvement from the previ-

ous year, with the teachers being singled out for their good work through the year. 

 The Central School received a huge boost to its resources in November 1908 when 

philanthropist James Coats, millionaire owner of the J & P Coats thread and weaving 

company of Paisley, gifted a bookcase and a number of books to the school. Determined 

to do what he could to help education in more deprived areas of Scotland, this was one of 

around 4,000 libraries, each of at least 300 books, established and funded by James be-

tween 1903 and 1912. A catalogue of Stronsay’s Coats’ Library books lists almost 500 

books covering a wide range of subjects and topics, from history and reference books 

through poetry and religion and on to biographies, classical fiction and tales of derring-

do.  

 In a chance conversation with Doris Shearer from Airy Cottage she told me that they 

had a bookcase at Airy for many years which had a J&P Coats label on it.  It had been 

passed to them by her in-laws and is now with their son and daughter in law in Kirkwall. 

There seems little doubt that this would have been one of the bookcases originally donat-

ed by James Coats, in all likelihood the one donated to the Central School in 1908. Ray-

mond Dennison remembers a wooden bookcase standing just inside the door of the head-

master’s room in the early 1950s and, by his description, it may well be the same one. 

When or why it was taken out of the school isn’t known but it may have been sold off 

when the school was renovated in the late 1950s.  
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 In another twist to the tale, a brass presentation plaque bearing the name of James 

Coats was recently found among a box of odds and ends during the renovation of a shed 

at Roadside. Again it would be almost certain that this would have come off a bookcase, 

in all probability the same one, but how it found its way into that box remains a mystery. 

 

          
This bookcase is almost certainly the one gifted by James Coats to the Stronsay  

School in 1908 and which Raymond Dennison remembers standing in headmaster  

John Drever’s classroom. It now has a new home in Kirkwall, being cared for by 

 The third generation of Shearer owners. 

 

 
And the brass presentation plaque, very 

 probably off that same bookcase. 

 

 Beatrice Ramsey resigned at the end of that year, with the vacant position being 

filled by the headmaster’s daughter, 24 year old Mary McCallum, with her salary set at 

£90.   

(continued on next page) 
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KEEPING WARM 
These knitting patterns are from the 1940s so they may not be high fashion but they will 

keep you warm! 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/1940s-knitting-patterns 

 The school roll at that time was 125 and the School Board intimated that children 

could only start or leave school on the Scottish Term or Quarter days, these being the 28 th 

of February, May, August and November. 

 Back to the building front now, and in November 1908 additional maintenance and 

building works at the Central School was started, again carried out by James Chalmers, at 

a cost of £298-10/-.  

 With the enhanced facilities now available after this upgrade the School Board ap-

plied to the Scotch Education Department for the Central School to be reclassified as an 

‘intermediate’ school. (It appears that this ‘intermediate’ status was dependent upon ade-

quate provision for the teaching of additional subjects and, if achieved, would in turn at-

tract more funding.) This request was rejected as the Department felt there were insuffi-

cient resources in place to justify this upgrade and, with this in mind, the School Board 

agreed to appoint an additional teacher to the school. 

 This teacher was to be Miss Mary Gorie, formerly of Clestrain, who had graduated 

MA from Edinburgh University in 1907 and was said to be the first female graduate from 

Orkney’s North Isles. She took up her duties on 18th October 1909 and was to continue to 

be a well-respected and popular teacher and local stalwart in Stronsay for over 40 years.  

 A number of exemptions, either to work in the harvest or to care for the house to let 

a parent do harvest work, were again granted by the School Board in September 1909 but 

it was agreed that, in future, no exemption would be granted to a pupil achieving less than 

80% attendance in the previous year. These exemptions weren’t finding favour with the 

headmaster nor with His Majesty’s Inspectorate, both citing the poor attendance record at 

the school due in some part to these exemptions, but more of this in next month’s article.  

 

Ian Cooper 

March 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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NEW TOYS AND NEW PROJECTS 

Roger Neville-Smith, Stronsay Markets 

 Gardening on the northern edge of the turtles back is a challenge. My lean athletic 

body has been converted into a creaking gate. The relentless wind and short growing sea-

son make this growing malarky far from smarty. It's not been my style to give up easily 

and one approach if things are going badly is to buy a new toy. 

 I find you can never have enough hoes, tillers and rakes 

so invested in the Wolf-Garten range of multi change tools. 

They are great with adjustable handles that do not like being 

left out all winter but generally survive my habitual lack of 

care. 

 Lawn Mowers are essential for my small grass mainte-

nance business. When going gets tough, buy another mower. I 

now have three grass cutters, two strimmers and an electric 

scarifier. I have at last found a moderately dry place for them 

to recuperate after a season of abuse. I don't know what they 

talk about for 6 months but I suspect there are no compli-

ments aimed my way. In another month the grass will be 

growing again although currently most is stuck, looking a bit 

grey and unloved, rather like my hair. Last week I thought I 

should check they started up OK. After a zillion pulls on the 

cord and a long lie down, it was obvious they were in a deep 

sulk. I tried to cheer them up with some petrol and a new spark plug each but still noth-

ing. Somewhat shame faced I asked my fix-it man if he could look. Thankfully within a 

short time he had given them a stern talk and they agreed to run.  

 Like I said the growing season is painfully short so I started out with a polytunnel 8 

years ago. Got light, heat, water, hot bed, staging, bed, hospitality set. Actually the last 

two ideas never happened. This was the hub of my empire with sowing, potting, mixing 

potions and generally having fun. I fancied growing soft fruit which is a challenge outside 

so purchased the next tunnel. The strawberries and raspberries did well the first year but 

each year since have been less productive. The raspberries mostly died - possibly neglect 

or virus (I sound like your friendly GP). The currant bushes were defoliated by Saw fly 

larvae and the blueberries blew a raspberry and discouragingly died as well. More on pol-

ytunnel two later .... 

 As my aspirations increased, another tunnel was required but bigger. The land need-

ing levelly but with skill, patience and a mini-digger, Craig and Steve had the job done in 

no time. I built a new strawberry bed with walk in bird cage and have had a couple of 

good years of fruit. There has been space for peas, beans, sweet corn, salads, carrots etc. 

At last real success. Only one thing for it - another tunnel but bigger still 22 x 60 foot. 

Well that was 2 years ago.... The ground was levelled again by Craig and Steve but this 

time a big earth mover. Next came a post driller on a tractor to get the loops into the 

ground. Then came the torrential rain for months. The whole site was water logged and it 

was nearly 6 month before work could resume.  

(continued on next page) 
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Meanwhile the polytunnel kit was lying in grass and 

dockens. I felt the chance of finding all the compo-

nents was remote. Unfortunately, distracting interest 

and poor weather have beaten me back and despite 

Robin, the strong man, the tunnel is still a skeleton in 

need of a pretty dress. This year I am sure it will be 

completed and then it will be time for another pro-

ject! 

 The best laid plans of mice and men. Actually 

no mice just more pesky wind. I probably mentioned 

wind already. This last year has been windy, like really windy. The Met office label 

storms, starting at Aaron and ending with Zeberdee. Well by the time we got to Derek two 

tunnels had blown to bits which was disappointing because they had only been up a few 

years. I sent a tear stained handkerchief to First Tunnels and obligingly they sent replace-

ment covers. After waiting for time and a lull in the weather the 2 covers are now on. 

More on this story later .... 

 There has been no let up in the storms. I think I mentioned the wind earlier. It might 

have been storm Joshua or Kenneth but polytunnel one was the next to go. This one had 

been up 8 years so I was less unhappy. With Robin working like a trouper (is that PC?) 

the new cover is on and almost secure which is good because it's back to gale force again. 

Time to concentrate on Polytunnel 4. 

 Meanwhile I have been working on getting a 

good strawberry crop this year. Polytunnel two 

housed my first plants but gradually deteriorated 

with foliage to die for but very little fruit: and all at 

ground level. More on my poorly knees later. This 

year I have built staging and invested in coir grow 

bags from Cocogreen. They come totally dry and 

compressed so need rehydrating with dilute fertilis-

er - I used seaweed solution. I purchased the straw-

berries, some as small plants and the majority as 

rooted runners. Sadly they arrived in a poor state so 

I complained to Marshalls, the supplier. They kindly sent replacements which looked 

slightly better. Anyway they are all planted up and I have put in an irrigation system with 

multiple into each bag, pumped under pressure. Thankfully after a few weeks there is 

signs of life but I doubt I will be in time for a bumper harvest at Wimbledon. 

 Unfortunately my knees have indicated that my foolish youth was foolish and now 

are both in a bad place. The NHS is already warming my bed as I wait for my first re-

placement. The growing areas cover large area and walking between them, carrying stuff 

etc is getting harder. So my next big idea was an electric trike with trailer which I was 

sure would be a great solution. 
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Riding the trike was less obvious and I felt 

that, rather like an unbroken horse, it was 

pretty keen to buck me off. I took it for its 

first serious outing to church just after re-

ceiving it. Steady, steady I went but trike 

had independent ideas. Eventually the trike 

won and through me into a ditch which was 

rather undignified and muddy. Arriving at 

church slightly late and dripping I made a 

dramatic entrance. Good job I was not wear-

ing my posh suit. 

 This winter has been very windy and 

wet. Every time I put the cover over the trike it blew off. After one particularly bad night 

it disappeared completely, probably gone for a flight to Denmark. Unfortunately the trike 

became pounded with water and resulted in the battery failing, likely full of water. So 

now waiting to find out if the battery can be fixed otherwise it's a several hundred pound 

replacement. 

 Occasionally it feels like spring is imminent. I feel that I am relatively well prepared. 

My next blog will describe the big push. 

GNOMES & FAIRIES AT CLEAT 

The gnomes and fairies are back at Cleat! 

All money from the wishing well will go to Ronald Macdonald house in Glasgow.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 25 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 225—March 2024 

EASTER SUNDAY LUNCH AT THE STRONSAY HOTEL 

A group of friends enjoying a delicious Easter Sunday lunch at the Stronsay Hotel. 
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DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

  

Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

  

Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

Please contact me for details and prices  

  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

  

All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

WANTED—INFORMATION 

re. history of SS Athenia life-boat, now at Seafield, Stronsay.  

 Can anyone help in establishing the identity of a Stronsay resident who actually 

lived in the SS Athenia converted lifeboat on the foreshore at Seafield, during the years 

1960-1980 (very approximate) together with his sheep!? 

 This information came from Mr Thomas Shearer, who lived at Seafield for many 

years from about 1983 - 2002, and who now lives in Kirkwall. He cannot remember this 

other man's name, and whilst it does not effect the wartime history of the lifeboat, it adds 

an interesting dimension to its post-war history.  

RECYCLED CARDBOARD LOGS 

 The recycling centre has plenty of recycled cardboard logs. They are a bargain at on-

ly £7.00 for 30 logs. Available at the recycling centre or call Viv on 207.  
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 
Dunera, Lower Whitehall Road, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

 

A detached bungalow (period 1920-60s) with garden and parking space. 

Comprising huge sitting room sea facing, kitchen/diner, 4 bedrooms, shower room & hall 

(167 sq. metres) plus 4 sq. metre porch.  

Habitable but needs upgrading or project development. 

Oil fired central heating with multi fuel stove in living room.  

Water, phone connected.  

SEPA for up to 6 residents. 

Council Tax C. 

Primary energy indicator 288 kWh. 

£5736 over 3 years. Energy Efficiency Band E (44) – Scottish average is Band D - 60 

Environmental Band F (37) – Scottish average band D - 59 

Interest invited. Not currently with external agent. 

Viewing by advanced appointment only. Flexible entry date. 

Offers invited above £130k. Finance options from seller. 

Leo Martini-Brown 

lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Julie for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 
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BUILDING PLOTS FOR SALE 

2 Building plots, Whitehall Village, Stronsay, Orkney 

£35K each. Planning in principle for 2/3 bed bungalow plus 2 parking spaces. Electricity 

and water supplies are on site. 

The plots are behind the village street making a secluded location but within easy walking 

distance of the shop, ferry, cafe and hotel. 

The tried and tested practice on the Orkney isles for building is to buy a house kit and ei-

ther have it erected by the supplier or our island contractor Castlehill Construction (who 

can also do the ground works) 

For information about Stronsay, our lifestyle, its good school and other facilities please 

visit www.visitstronsay.com 

For further information about the sites please contact  

• Sharon at Orkney Property Centre, Kirkwall on 01856 877 866 or  

• Dianne on 07785 111 126 or  

• email drileymoore@hotmail.com 

Planning ref: 18/038/PIP on Orkney Islands Council planning web site  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 

STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

On the back page of every edition of the Limpet there is a list of useful telephone num-

bers including the emergency numbers for reporting problems with water or electricity. 

EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE 

 Located at Wood's Yard we have a cabin full of great pieces of equipment including 

E-bikes, kayaks, wetsuits, beach games, sports equipment, accessibility aids and more. 

 Give us a call on 616410 or email cdostronsay@gmail.com and see what's available. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

 

 

 

 

 

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 

 Stronsay swimming pool is looking for enthusiastic, reliable and conscientious peo-

ple to become part of the pool team. 

 We will train you using the national standard RLSS National Pool Lifeguard Quali-

fication and in return all we ask is you help us keep our small pool open and sustainable. 

 The ability to swim and a degree of fitness is required before you start your journey 

into ‘lifeguard life’. 

 Interested parties should contact Andy Rose: email andyrose85@btinternet.com, 

phone 01857 616277 or mobile 07769 689 310 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

GOLGOTHA MONASTERY, PAPA STRONSAY 

DAILY STREAMING BROADCAST 

There is a daily streaming broadcast from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay. 

http://www.papastronsay.com/live 

The broadcast runs from 4pm – 7pm (the times shown are approximate): 

• 4pm  Short talk by one of the priests. 

• 4:30pm Recitation of the Rosary. 

• 5pm  Mass. 

• 6pm  Further prayers and office of the day. 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Weekly service at 11am. 
Minister—Rev David Locke, phone 616284. 

Stronsay kirk’s website: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
http://www.papastronsay.com/live
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

PLEASE NOTE 

REVISED NOTICE - WEDNESDAY 31 JANUARY 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

BUILDING WORK 

Building work carried out by time-served tradesman 

No job too small! 

Please note changed telephone number 

Phone Paul Williams on 616222 or email williams778@btinernet.com 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 

On the back page of every edition of the Limpet there is a list of useful telephone num-

bers including the emergency numbers for reporting problems with water or electricity. 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:williams778@btinernet.com
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

Holmsgarth Crafts 
 

 

Seasonal Gifts, 

Memory bears, 

Stronsay book bags, and much more 

Many items can be personalised  

Made To Order 

 

 

 
Contact Margaret McAnally - Holmsgarth Crafts | Facebook 

07432614089 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/384114885050435
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a 

large woodland garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views 

of the surrounding countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The 

ferry terminals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link 

Ferries) are no more that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours 

away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to The Limpet, Claremont, 
Stronsay, KW17 2AR. Details of the deadline for the next edition are on the front page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

As from 25 March 2024, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council:- 

 

Dominic BLYTH    St. Catherines, Stronsay, KW17 2AN 

       tel: 616242 

       email: saniman@live.co.uk 

 

Shane HOURSTON   Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

       tel: 07593965600  

       email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

David LOCKE     Church of Scotland Manse, Stronsay, KW17 2AF 

       tel: 07776448301    

       email: dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Leonardo MARTINI-BROWN Brynley Cottage, 12 Whitehall, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       email: lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

 

James SEATON    Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       tel: 07470111871 

       email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT    Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair     tel: 616258 

       email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

Shirley WHITEMAN   St. John’s Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Chair      tel: 616438 

       email: shirleywhiteman@icloud.com 

 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, please contact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446  

email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

CMc 

25 March 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:STRONSAY%20COMMUNITY%20COUNCIL?subject=SCC
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=SCC
mailto:shirleywhiteman@icloud.com?subject=SCC
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing: 13 May 2024 and 05 August 2024 
Island Link Officer.. . . . . . . . Fishmart office 10 to 12 on Tue, Thu & Sat. Phone 616475 
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Tuesday (bags out by 8am but not on the night before!) 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616352 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hairdresser . . . . . . . . . . . 616337 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616335 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
 transport, mechanic  07508 884 024 
 diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

