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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 238 - April 2025 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

Next edition of the Limpet will be published on Sat 31 May 2025, the deadline is 7pm 
on that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

Orkney Traditional Music Project visit (at Stronsay hotel) Sun 4 May 

Orkney Ferries—summer timetable starts Sun 4 May 

Orkney Ferries—3 island service today Sun 4 May 

Stronsay Bookworms Wed 7 May 

National Fishing Remembrance Day, Memorial Service St Magnus Sat 10 May 

Spring Craft Fair Sat 10 May 

Mobile library van Mon 12 May 

Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service in Kirkwall Mon/Tue/Wed 12/13/14 May 

Peedie concert Fri 13 Jun 

Stronsay’s Massive Weekend Sat 17 Aug & Sun 18 Aug 

Bingo night Sat 20 Sep 

Bonfire Night followed by Quiz Sat 8 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 22 Nov 

Christmas Tree Lighting & peedie concert Sat 29 Nov 

Hogmanay Dance Wed 31 Dec 

TIMETABLES 
Loganair - interisland timetable 17 Feb 2025 - 25 Oct 2025 

Orkney Ferries - winter timetable 30 Sep 2024 to 3 May 2025 

Orkney Ferries  summer timetable 4 May 2025 to 28 Sep 2025 

OIC - school holidays 2024-2025 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2025 

SCOTTISH NATIONAL BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE 

By Dr Sylvia Armstrong-Fisher  

 The Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) is returning to Orkney 

on 12, 13 and 14 May 2025, to collect blood for the first time in 16 years. SNBTS hopes 

to welcome 75 donors per day, meaning a total of 225 donors over a three day period. 

 You can register to donate in Orkney by emailing us on nss.snbtsenquiry@nhs.scot, 

contacting us online at www.scotblood.co.uk or calling us on 0345 90 90 999. Our Team 

will ask you some questions to make sure you're eligible, then book you in for an ap-

pointment  

http://scotblood.co.uk/news/first-blood-donation-session-in-orkney-for-16-years/ 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://www.loganair.co.uk/media/5brkyapl/summer-2025-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/winter-spring-2024-25-eday-sanday-and-stronsay
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2025-north-isles
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/media/1yxfedqw/school-calendar-2024-2025.pdf
mailto:nss.snbtsenquiry@nhs.scot?subject=Blood%20transfusion%20(Stronsay)
http://scotblood.co.uk/news/first-blood-donation-session-in-orkney-for-16-years/
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CHARITY SKY DIVE - £5,500 raised! 

By Sheena Cooper 

 Andy and I completed our charity skydive at Fife airfield on Friday 18th April. The 

day started off clear and frosty but cloud rapidly started coming in and we were only able 

to jump from 7500 feet instead of 10,000 plus. We were just glad it was possible to jump 

at all!  

 After a 30 minute briefing on what to do/ positions to assume etc we were suited and 

harnessed ready to go! The plane was a very well worn Cessna! I went first and it took 15

-20 minutes to reach a suitable height ( the flight was spent sitting strapped onto your in-

structor) Then the door opened and you were shuffled to the gap, legs dangling out, a sec-

ond later you were out and tumbling through the sky (no idea which way was up at this 

point). Andy loved this bit, I shut my eyes! Once the chute opened it was incredible, it felt 

like you were suspended in the sky with the most amazing views all the way round! 

Steering the parachute was interesting and we both agreed too much swooping around 

would have resulted in us both losing what little breakfast we’d managed to eat. All too 

soon we were approaching the airfield and landing, gently and reasonably gracefully!  

 It was a absolutely astonishing experience which we’d both like to do again. The 

Just Giving page for the Scottish Charity Air Ambulance (SCAA) is still open and is 

standing about £4500 plus £1000 Gift Aid. We’d like to say a massive thank you to every-

one who has given so generously. A big thank you also to our ground crew for support on 

the day, Michael, Pam and our sneaky surprise visitors, Donna and Dom! You made the 

day very special. 

(https://www.justgiving.com/page/sheena-andy-rose-1) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sheena-andy-rose-1
https://www.justgiving.com/page/sheena-andy-rose-1
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NEW FERRIES! 

Note from SDT 

https://padlet.com/naomi219/stronsay-development-trust-yoz2gzuowbyqsj6q/wish/LNV1Q7j8bnrOamq3 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://padlet.com/naomi219/stronsay-development-trust-yoz2gzuowbyqsj6q/wish/LNV1Q7j8bnrOamq3
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FREE LESSONS IN FIDDLE & ACCORDION! 

Isabel Wilson 

 Orkney Traditional Music Project is visiting Stronsay’s Hotel on Sunday 4th May. 

Lessons in fiddle and accordion will be available with our experienced tutors from 11am. 

And an afternoon play along will be open to all ages and stages.  

 All music will be provided and this event is free. Bring a packed lunch if you plan 

on staying for the full day. 

STRONSAY WELLBEING TEAM UPDATE 

Have you joined the Stronsay Wildlife Group yet? 

 This friendly community—supported by the Wellbeing Team and our local wildlife 

expert David Askew —it's perfect for anyone interested in local wildlife. Whether you're 

out and about joining walks, talks, and seasonal events, or simply love spotting nature 

from your window, there's a place for you here. 

 You’re encouraged to share your sightings, photos, and questions—or just enjoy 

what others post. Every record helps build a picture of the wildlife on our island. 

 Come be part of it—observe, connect, and share the joy of Stronsay’s wild side! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3678245842392528 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3678245842392528
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Saturday 10th May 2025 

    
Stronsay Community Hall  

1pm – 4pm 

Local hand-made crafts, 

  Island-grown plants, charity stall, Stronsay 

Heritage Display.      

 Refreshments & bakes

 
Organised by Stronsay Community Association 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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CRAFT FAIR CHARITY STALL 

We hope to have our usual Charity Stall with crafting supplies at the Stronsay Craft 

Fair on Saturday 10th May. This time around we are raising money for the ‘Peedie Re-

treat’. 

The Peedie Retreat is to be a fully accessible peedie haven available free of charge 

and designed to help Orkney people facing the challenges of Cancer, Multiple Sclerosis 

and Motor Neurone Disease, along with their families, carers and friends. We would love 

any donations of crafting materials that you wouldn’t mind parting with for this brilliant 

charity. Remember - if you get rid of one ball of wool, you are allowed to buy two to re-

place it! 

Donations can be dropped off at Steenysheed, Roadside or left in Maya’s car at the 

school. Pickup can also be arranged, just let any of us know. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING ON STRONSAY? 

 If you want to know what's happening in Stronsay then check the Visit Stronsay cal-

endar https://visitstronsay.com/events/month. You can add your own event by contacting 

the Stronsay Limpet's editor at editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk and letting him know what's 

happening as well as where, when and why. Add your own artwork if you wish.  

ORKNEY FERRIES 

STRONSAY/SANDAY/EDAY SERVICE – SUNDAY 4TH MAY 
 

 We would like to advise customers that, in order to accommodate the additional sail-

ing to Sanday via Papa Westray, we will be operating a three island service in both the 

morning and afternoon on Sunday 4th May. 

 

Amended sailing times are as follows: 

 

• Depart Kirkwall – 08:20 

• Depart Stronsay – 10:10 

• Depart Sanday – 10:55 

• Depart Eday – 11:15 

• Arrive Kirkwall – 12:40 

 

• Depart Kirkwall – 15:20 

• Depart Eday – 16:45 

• Depart Sanday – 17:15 

• Depart Stronsay – 18:00 

• Arrive Kirkwall – 19:40 

 

For the latest updates, head to our website or social media feeds. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://visitstronsay.com/events/month
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Visit%20Stronsay%20calendar
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GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The rosters for the island’s GP & community nurse are regularly updated online at 

https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

Stronsay Stitchers 

  
Thursday 29th May 2025 

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person, refreshments 

 

We are an informal group who meet once a month to do our own stitchy things. You can 

bring any projects you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting, rug hooking 

etc.   

Everyone welcome. 

STRONSAY MEN’S SHED 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed have their own Facebook page up and running now, if you 

would like to contact them direct please do pm them.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

As from 1 January 2025, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council: - 

 

Dominic BLYTH  St. Catherines, Stronsay, KW17 2AN 

     tel: 616242 

     email: saniman@live.co.uk 

 

Shane HOURSTON Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

     tel: 07593965600  

     email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Louise McQUAID  Bayview, Stronsay, KW17 2AR  

     tel: 616376 

     email: louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com 

James SEATON  Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

     tel: 07470111871 

     email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT  Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair   tel: 616258 

     email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

Shirley WHITEMAN St. John’s Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Chair    tel: 616438 

     email: shirleywhiteman@icloud.com 

 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

There is currently a vacancy for a Community Council member. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, or you are interested in becoming a Community Councillor, please con-

tact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446  email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

CMc 

7 January 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:saniman@live.co.ukC
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:louisemcquaidcc@gmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=SCC
mailto:shirleywhiteman@icloud.com?subject=SCC
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If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

ISLAND LINK OFFICE 
 

Commencing Wednesday 19th February 2025 the Stronsay Island Link Office, located in 

the Fish Mart, will be open every Wednesday between 10am and noon. 

 

A range of services are available, including the collection of black bin bags, photocopy-

ing at 10p a copy, collect a form for Stronsay Community Council financial assistance, or 

a form for the scrap car scheme (still open for applications), raise issues or concerns that 

Stronsay Community Council may be able to address and even contact officers at OIC. 

 

I look forward to seeing you, but if you are not able to call into the office I can be tele-

phoned on 616446 or by email to stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

Colin McAlpine 

Stronsay Island Link Officer/Clerk 

12 February 2025 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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Survey = https://tinyurl.com/R100Evaluation 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/R100Evaluation
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Stronsay’s Side Schools 
Part 3 – Death, disease and smoke (but no mirrors) 

 

Contagious disease continued to be an all-too-common part of school and island life, with Scar-

let Fever rearing its ugly head once more at the end of June 1918. The school was closed on 5th July to 

help prevent the spread of the fever and was to remain so for some time, only reopening on 2nd Sep-

tember. 

 More illness was soon to follow as Spanish Flu, reputedly the cause of 40 million deaths 

worldwide, eventually reached Stronsay. All island schools were closed from 4th December until early 

in the New Year but even so seven islanders were to lose their lives in the epidemic before Christmas, 

including 9-year-old South School pupil Janet Cooper from Holland. Schools reopened on 6th January 

1919 but, with a fresh outbreak of influenza in the New Year, the school was again closed from the 8th 

to 13th January and then, with the epidemic flaring up once more, was shut from 19th February to 17th 

March during which time the flu claimed another two victims. Even then when the school reopened the 

fear of the disease meant that only 3 pupils turned up that first day and it was to be the end of April be-

fore the epidemic was finally over. The school roll at that time was 33. 

 Scarlet Fever struck the island once again in February 1920 but, although one little boy in 

the island was to die from the disease the following month, the school seems to have remained open 

throughout. 

 A request for the use of the school for a wedding on the evening of 25th February was grant-

ed and the school was closed all that day to allow for preparation. This marriage was between William 

Cooper of Dale in Stromness and Isabella Maxwell from the Myres. 

 County Medical Officer Dr J R Adam inspected the school in September 1920, with his re-

port stating that “The present heating arrangements are insufficient. I would suggest that a large circu-

lar stove be placed in the centre of the room and the flue carried straight up through the roof ventilat-

ing aperture. The two classes could then be arranged facing the stove and on either side of it and the 

children would be in the correct light for writing instead of as at present with the light at their backs 

and in their faces. In the absence of a shelter the children should have access to the schoolroom in wet 

weather. School cleaning is satisfactory, but the pail closets should be emptied thrice instead of twice 

weekly.” 

Some of those recommendations were acted upon fairly quickly and, at the opening of the new 

term in January 1921, a new stove had been installed as recommended by the medical officer. On its 

first day of use the school had to be dismissed early due to the fumes given off by the new stove and 

pipework but, after this initial problem, it seemed to work satisfactorily, at least for a time. No indica-

tion was given on whether the pail closets were, in fact, emptied more frequently following this inspec-

tion! 

 

(continued on next page) 
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This photo, thought to date from the early 1920s, was taken in the snow at the back of the  South 

School. It must have been a cold, wet seat for the boys sitting on the wall! Teacher Miss Elizabeth Foth-

eringhame is standing in the middle of the front and the only two pupils known are sisters Annie Tul-

loch (the girl with the white apron second from the left in the front row) and Barabara Tulloch (front 

row next to the teacher on the left side). 

 

 The school was dismissed at 10 o' clock on 21st November 1922 to allow pupils to attend a 

large farm dispersal sale at Airy. This estate had quite an interesting history, having been in the owner-

ship of the Fea family for several generations. On the death of the last of this family, spinster sisters 

Barbara and Helen Fea, in 1818 their Airy estate had been left to the Stronsay School, with the income 

from it intended to further the education of children from Stronsay and Eday. The farm had been man-

aged by the School Board up until this time but, like many other estates of the time, was broken up with 

most of the crofts sold to the sitting tenants and the home farm of Airy sold to William Watt, a butcher 

from Stromness, . 

 A young boy, 8-year-old James David Cooper, was enrolled at the school on 8th December. 

His family, after farming at New Holland in Holm for a number of years, had bought the farm of Cleat 

and returned to their native island to live, with their two older sons William and my father Sam being 

enrolled at the Central School. 

 An outbreak of whooping cough once more, this time in December 1922 and January 1923 

affected many of the school pupils although this time the school remained open over the course of it.

  

 We take a leap now to 1924 when, at a special meeting of the School Management Commit-

tee on 13th March, a parent was summoned to appear before the Committee for failing to send his son to 

school. In what appeared to be a stalemate, the parent would give the committee no definite promise 

that he would send his son to school in future. No further record of this appears so we’re left to wonder 

how or when this was resolved. 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 Around the same time Miss Fotheringhame noted in the log that good use was being made 

of the rural library and that 'the encouragement given to home reading from the rural library is noted 

with satisfaction.' This library may possibly have been one of the many gifted to schools by philanthro-

pist James Coats, millionaire owner of the J & P Coats thread and weaving company of Paisley. 

 

 
Another South School photo thought to date from c. 1926. 

Back row: Ralph Maxwell (Housebay), Peter Norquoy (Holland), Thomas Rousay (Russland), Thomas Towers 

(Briarlea), Billy Fotheringhame (Hescombe), Eddie Peace (Housebay), and Thomas Miller (Guesty). 2nd row: Jacky 

Cooper (Airy), Alf Bews (Mucklequoy), Ernie Cooper (Odiness), Johnnno Peace (Holland), Willie Cooper (Airy), and Leslie 

Miller (Guesty). 3rd row: Jim Twatt (Odiness), Ida Twatt (Odiness), Maggie Jean Fotheringhame (Westhouse), Annie Muir 

(Holland), Barbara Tulloch (Arifea), and Robert Muir (Holland). Front row: Cathy Twatt (Odness), Mabel Muir (Holland), 

Mary Allan (Mounthigh), and Annie Jean (Nana) Rendall (Hunday). 

 

 In addition to her teaching role Miss Fotheringhame had been caring for her elderly parents 

for some time, with her father James dying in 1921. Her mother Rebecca then passed away on 18th Sep-

tember 1924 and the school was closed on that date, reopening on 22nd September. 

 In a note in the log in October 1925 Miss Fotheringhame complained that ‘We have had a 

bad time this week with a smoking fire. The stove was shifted but all to no purpose.’ This badly smok-

ing fire when the wind was in the east or south-east was to be a recurring theme through the entire life 

of the school, with no remedy ever to be found. 

 December that year saw an older boy re-admitted to the school. This was a young lad 

whose foot had been crushed in an accident with a reaper and who was unable to walk to the Central 

School. 

 The usual nature rambles continued in 1927, with a walk being noted in March which start-

ed from the school down to Housebay, then along the shore to the Crook Sand, on to Torness and the 

Test Hut and then returning to the school. This must have been a walk of around six miles, quite a trek 

for young children who had already walked to school and would have to walk home again at the end of 

the day. The roll at this time had fallen to 25. 

 The school was dismissed early on 17th November 1927 ‘to allow children to come back to 

see Commander Kilgour's cinematograph.’ Commander Kilgour was Inspector of Coastguard Life Sav-

ing Apparatus for the Northern District and was happy to give exhibitions with his cinematograph (an 

early type of movie projector) as he did his rounds of the districts. This was his second display in 

Stronsay, the first being held in the school during a full gale back in January. This January meeting 

would undoubtedly have been the first time that the children, and probably most of the adults in attend-

ance, would have seen moving pictures and was reported in the Orkney Herald of 2nd February as fol-

lows: 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 A HMI report in March 1928 again gave quite a favourable report of the school and the 

teacher: 

 'The highest class varies in age, ability and attainment. The least satisfactory parts of the 

work were oral answering and written composition. A further effort should be made to secure a rational 

arrangement of matter and better connection of clauses. Arithmetic is quite well on and reasonably ac-

curate. Handwriting and spelling are weak in a number of cases. The next class, a smaller one, made a 

better appearance and promises well. The younger classes are making good progress. The teaching is 

painstaking and faithful, and the tone of the school is pleasing. Serious physical disability has caused 

the more or less continued absence of two of the pupils on the roll; the attendance of a few of the others 

should be better than it is.' 

 The roll at that time had fallen once more, this time down to only 20, consisting of 16 boys 

and only 4 girls. 

 In what was a very worrying time for the island, the school was closed on 7th May 1929 

due to a highly contagious disease affecting some in the community. It only opened its doors again on 

27th May but even then, some parents were afraid to send their children to school because of the virus. 

It later transpired that the disease was in fact Poliomyelitis and had taken the lives of 3 people on the 

island while leaving a number of others with disabilities of varying degrees of severity.  

 Rambles and other activities continued play an important part in the school curriculum, 

with the older pupils visiting the Vat of Kirbuster for a nature study in May 1930. The afternoon of 25th 

June 1931 was spent in a field near the Central School where the SWRI provided a picnic for the chil-

dren of all five schools, then in September a visit was paid to the Coastguard Watch Hut on Burgh Hill. 

Another school ramble to Lamb Head took place on 30th June 1933, where ‘the Juniors and Seniors 

spent the afternoon exploring the rocks and ruins at Lamb Head. They found many nests and curious 

stones and rock formations.' The following year they were taken to the rocks below Kirbuster and along 

to the Brough at Burgh Head to see the birds and wild flowers.   

 Professor John Tait, a nephew of Alexander and George Tait of Midgarth, home on holiday 

from his post as lecturer at McGill University in Montreal, visited the school on 14th June 1934 to speak 

to the pupils about his time in Canada, also showing them three Texas rattlesnakes. These rattlesnakes 

were apparently preserved in a glass jar and when the jar was rocked they appeared to come alive. The 

rattlesnakes were left with some of Professor Tait’s relatives, the Pottinger family at Whitehall, and 

were a curiosity for quite some time. 

 The school closed early on 23rd January 1934 to allow pupils to attend the island ploughing 

match in a field near the school and then, on 6th May the following year, all schools were shut for a cel-

ebration to mark the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary. This took the form of an island 

picnic and sports day at a field at Samson’s Lane, followed by tea for all in the Central School. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 That same month all the pupils were taken to see the Coastguard Watch Hut on Burgh Hill, 

then on to the Brough at Burgh Head and along the cliffs to the Ram, a big sheep-like boulder that had 

been tossed up over an 18-metre-high cliff in a storm. 

 Then, in June 1936, another school outing took the pupils to Odiness Point to see the wreck 

of the steam drifter Rose III. This drifter had struck the rocks on Odiness Point in thick fog and, alt-

hough the crew got off safely, the ship was a total wreck and the crew also lost some of their nets and 

personal belongings. 

 Also in 1936, in an attempt to cure the ‘bad vent’ causing smoke to blow back down the 

chimney, the fire and chimney were moved to the east wall of the school but apparently with little suc-

cess as it was noted that ‘the smoke still comes out when the wind is in the east’. 

 In what was possibly a fairly innovative move at a time when parents were less than wel-

come in the school, Miss Fotheringhame organised a ‘Parent's Day’, held on 20th October 1936, when 

the School Log tells us that ‘All the mothers came to see the school at work. The children had prepared 

a short programme of songs, recitations and physical exercises, the attendance prizes were presented 

and the school dismissed early.’ 

 With smoke in the building still proving to be a problem it was noted in the log on 27th Jan-

uary 1937 that 'We were forced to keep school in the kitchen today. The fire blew straight out.' This ap-

peared to be a continuing theme, with a record for 5th March stating that 'Most of this week has been 

spent in the kitchen. The cold southeast wind makes the school too cold with open doors.' Although the 

school roll had fallen to 15 by this time, this must have been quite a squeeze in the Schoolhouse kitch-

en! By 5th April the stove had been put back in its old corner and we are told 'we can now shut the 

doors when the wind is in the east.'  

 

Part 4 will be in next month’s Limpet 

Ian Cooper 

April 2025 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2025 

12 May, 30 June, 25 August, 20 October, 15 December  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

SCAA - SCOTTISH CHARITY AIR AMBULANCE 

 Scotland’s Charity Air Ambulance responds, on average, to two time-critical emer-

gency call outs every single day. We are a national charity and receive no statutory gov-

ernment funding, so rely 100% on donations from the public to fuel our life-saving flights 

across Scotland. 

SAVE OUR SCREEN MACHINE! 

Without urgent investment, the Screen Machine mobile cinema service will end. 

Please donate to our fundraising campaign to secure its future at: 

www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine 

YouTube video https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o 

Frequently asked questions  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
https://www.scaa.org.uk/donate
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/regional-screen-scotland-launches-public-fundraising-campaign-to-buy-a-new-screen-machine/
http://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/save-our-screen-machine
https://youtu.be/fpUuDlnHS-o
https://www.screenmachine.co.uk/save-our-screen-machine-faq/


 

Page 30 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 238 - April 2025 

FROM GERAMOUNT SURGERY - PLEASE TAKE NOTE! 

 Dear Stronsay residents, 

 As you are all now probably aware, we have a few particularly problematic viruses 

circulating the island. Could we kindly ask that for the present time can anyone visiting 

the surgery, wear masks and cleanse their hands as they enter the surgery. We have pro-

vided masks and hand wash at the door for you to use. 

 Kindest regards, 

 Stronsay surgery team   

STRONSAY SURGERY - CLEANER REQUIRED 

From Heather Thomson (Domestic supervisor, NHS Orkney) 

 We are still looking for someone that could clean the Stronsay Surgery. The post is 

for 5 hours per week and could be flexible on arrangement if required to suit with other 

commitments.  Please pass this on to anyone that could be interested. Closing date will be 

Wednesday 9 April:  

https://apply.jobs.scot.nhs.uk/Job/JobDetail?JobId=212071 

BAYVIEW TRANSPORT LTD 

Summer Timetable effective from Tuesday 22 April 

South 
8:35 Russland 
8:37 Sunnyside 
8:38 Blinkbonny 
8:42 Odiness junction 
8:44 Vat 
 

North 

8:28 Thorfinn 

8:30 Dunera 

8:31 Council Houses 

8:37 Airport 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://apply.jobs.scot.nhs.uk/Job/JobDetail?JobId=212071
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for weddings, parties, games, 

meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter 

email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

A NOTE FROM THE LIMPET’S EDITOR 

 Please let me know if anything in the Limpet requires updating or deleting. To con-

tact the Limpet send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, 

KW17 2AR”. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

STRONSAY HOTEL & PUB 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 
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DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

 Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

 All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a large wood-

land garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views of the surrounding 

countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The ferry termi-

nals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link Ferries) are no more 

that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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COMMUNITY BUS 

We have now extended the days and service of the bus. 
You can now book the bus between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday and we can arrange to 

drop/collect at the plane or ferry on request. 
 

Call Mick 616 376 
or 

07508 884024 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Details of services at Stronsay's Kirk for the next few weeks are now available on the 
kirk's website https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list.  

 
Contact Kirk Secretary: 

 elsie.dennison@live.co.uk 
 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES & PHONE NUMBERS: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com  616339 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com  616255 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 616401 

Hotel & pub stronsayhotel@gmail.com   616407  

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
https://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk/calendar.asp?set=list
mailto:elsie.dennison@live.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Kirk%20website
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:stronsayhotel@gmail.com?subject=Enquiry%20via%20Stronsay%20Limpet
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  12 May 2025 and 4 August 2025  
Stronsay Island Link Office. . . Wed 10am-noon, tel 616446, email stronsaycc@gmail.com  
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Thursday, bags out by 8am. 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616438 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616345 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
   transport, mechanic 07508 884 024 
   diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:stronsaycc@gmail.com?subject=Stronsay%20Island%20Link%20Officer
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

