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STRONSAY LIMPET 
Funded by the Stronsay Development Trust 

ISSUE 227 - May 2024 

Published after 7pm on the last day of the month 

The next edition of the Limpet will be published on 30 June 2024, the deadline is 7pm 
on that date. Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page of every edition. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Stronsay Chess Club Fri 7, 14, 21, 28 Jun 

Orkney Traditional Music Project Sun 9 Jun 

Peedie concert Fri 21 Jun 

All-age Café Church Sun 23 Jun 

Citizen scientist course Sun 30 Jun 

Orkney matters 2 Tue 2 Jul 

Mobile library van visit Mon 15 Jul 

Massive Weekend! Fri, Sat, Sun 16, 17, 18 Aug 

Stronsay SWRI centenary Sat 7 Sep 

Bingo Sat 28 Sep 

Bonfire Night & quiz Sat 9 Nov 

Christmas Craft Fair Sat 23 Nov 

Christmas Tree lighting Sat 30 Nov 

Hogmanay Dance Tue 31 Dec 

TIMETABLES 
Stronsay’s Massive Weekend 16-18 Aug—Ferry timetable 

Loganair - interisland timetable 19 Feb 2024 to 26 Oct 2024 

Orkney Ferries - summer timetable 5 May 2024 to 29 Sep 2024 

Orkney Ferries - Summer Excursions 2024 

OIC - school holidays 2023-2027 

COMPANIONS GROUP 

 Meets every Wednesday (5, 12, 19, 26 June) in the Fishmart Café at 2pm for a cuppa 

& cake whilst chatting and catching up with the news. 

GP & COMMUNITY NURSE ROSTER 

The latest available roster for the Doctor and the Community Nurse can be found on the 

Stronsay Limpet’s website at https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://visitstronsay.com
http://www.visitstronsay.com/
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/site/assets/files/1294/stronsay_massive_weekend_17_18_aug.pdf
https://loganair-vm-live.big-digital.co.uk/media/xusnzq3s/orkney-inter-isles-summer-2024-timetable.pdf
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-north-isles
https://www.orkneyferries.co.uk/documents/summer-2024-excursions-timetable
https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/T/term_holiday_and_closure_dates.htm
https://stronsaylimpet.co.uk/RosterGPandNurse.html
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ORKNEY ISLAND GAMES 2025 

 Calling all islanders! Be part of history as Orkney hosts its largest event ever - the 

Orkney 2025 International Island Games! 

 We're seeking passionate volunteers to join our team and help make this extraordi-

nary event a reality. Whether you're a sports enthusiast, event planning pro, or simply 

want to contribute to something unforgettable, we need your skills and dedication. 

 From assisting athletes to ensuring seamless operations, your involvement will be 

pivotal in creating an unforgettable experience for participants and spectators alike. 

 Don't miss this chance to be part of something truly special. Sign up today and to-

gether we will showcase the spirit of Orkney to the world! 

https://www.orkney2025.com/volunteer 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.orkney2025.com/volunteer
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KIRK CORNER 
 

Friday 31st May 2024  

The Manse, Stronsay KW17 2AF  

DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

01857 616284 

 

 The times they are a-changin! It will be a time of change soon for me and my family, 

as we will be moving to live in Aberdeenshire later this summer. I hope to stay until Sep-

tember around the time Stronsay Kirk hopes to unite with other Orkney congregations. 

The aim is to strengthen our working together, and help us largely keep going here as be-

fore. More of that in maybe the next Limpet.  

 But for now, the church’s next Messy Cafe Church for families and others, will be 

on Sunday 23rd June, at 11am. All are welcome; come and enjoy fun, crafts, music, play 

and chat; around the theme of holiday friendships. 

 As I will be leaving, I wondered if before I go anyone would like their child to be 

blessed or baptised? Blessing is like us saying together in church a prayer for God to love 

and help a child, while baptism also involves a slightly more formal commitment by a 

parent and the church to help a child know God’s love over time. Both can be joyful oc-

casions to help a child and us all, know God loves us as we are. If you would like to know 

more about these, please contact me or any church leader.  

 Meanwhile, how about helping a child read some bible stories?. The Scottish Bible 

Society has a free scheme to help, called Bibles for Bairns- see below 

 

Join us please at any of our services in the weeks to come.  

May God bless you. 

 David  Rev David I W Locke. MA, MSc, BD 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:DLocke@churchofscotland.org.uk


 

Page 7 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 227—May 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 8 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 227—May 2024 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND—GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2024 

 I attended a week or so ago, the 6 day General Assembly of the Church of Scot-

land which is the gathering of some 600 church leaders to discuss and debate issues of 

the day affecting church, country and world. Most get to attend just once every 5 or so 

years. We will be showing the BBC Scotland programme of 26th May about it, at our 

church service here on Sunday 9th June ; unfortunately it caught me on camera with my 

eyes closed- clearly not sleeping but praying! 

 Prince Edward attended the General Assembly as the personal representative of his 

brother King Charles III, and spoke movingly about the importance of listening to others 

in today’s world and society, and how he and his wife seek to go around doing this. 

 The Moderator[ leader] serves for just one year in order to spread power, and the 

new Moderator is Dr Shaw Paterson, Minister in Strathaven in Lanarkshire-A down to 

earth man who was originally intended to be a bricklayer. His theme for the year is Build-

ing Together as the Church seeks to move forward in unity after passing major re-

forms to address a shortage of ministers, a decline in membership numbers and dwin-

dling finances. The Assembly marked what is intended to be a turning point of hope fac-

ing the church in Scotland. As re-organisation attempts across the country start to kick in- 

including our own union of churches across Orkney.  

 Dr Paterson said: "Maybe we need to put more trust and faith in our sisters and 

brothers that collectively we move away from our focus being on what once was, and al-

low ourselves to be led by the Spirit into the future, allowing the Spirit to transform us.  

 The retiring Moderator emphasised the old Jewish Prophetic saying: what does the 

Lord require of you, but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your 

God? There were many stories of how the church across Scotland is making a real dif-

ference, especially through its social care work which I think is Scotland’s largest vol-

untary care provider. But the head of the social care services warned how Scotland’s care 

services are in a very precarious state and urged everyone to lobby MSPs about the 

crisis in social care in Scotland. ‘If we don’t do something, the whole system is going to 

collapse.' 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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 Within the church there was an urgency about the need to balance the budget. Much 

discussion focused on the fact that 71% of churches do not contribute enough to cover 

their ministry costs, and are supported by the other 29%. How to weigh up the church 

“Priority to the poorest and most remote ” alongside calls for the 29% who do pay for 

their ministries not to be restricted? Significant changes to the education of ministers 

were agreed which will allow new ministers to qualify more quickly through an Appren-

ticeship Route.  

The Assembly includes many overseas church representatives, and together  deplored 

Rwanda migrants deportation. It called for prayers for peace in Gaza, for the UK Govern-

ment to recognise the State of Palestine alongside the State of Israel, and urged the UK 

Government to call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza, and to stop grant-

ing export licences for weapons to Israel. The Archbishop of Canterbury celebrated the 

growing friendship between the Churches of Scotland and England. He agreed about Ga-

za, but condemned both antisemitism and the abuse of Muslims in the UK: “Whatever is 

happening elsewhere, both faiths and many others have brought wonderful gifts to the 

UK…. They are our fellow citizens and must be protected by free speech and for free 

speech.” 

  A report on Transgender People, while awaiting further assessments of issues, said 

that they should be loved, and respected, and welcomed in our congregations, and al-

lowed to serve in our Church…  

 Ahead of its final report next year on assisted suicide the Assembly heard moving 

testimony from a friend of mine, Susan Pym, who saw her sister die from a rare neurolog-

ical condition. She said that her sister had asked three times for help to end her life, but 

that she couldn’t do it. “In her final hours I considered what I might do (to ease her suf-

fering)… I couldn’t do it. The final words I barely heard her whisper were ‘please help 

me’ but I couldn’t do it.” “If you have walked in my shoes I know you will support my 

plea for the Church to (support assisted dying). If you haven’t walked in my shoes I pray 

you never will.” Although some spoke passionately against such assistance, I was moved 

by a vet who said, he is not allowed as a vet to allow the pain to animals that we allow 

humans in their final stages of life – he must allow them to peacefully be put to sleep. 

[David Locke 31st May]  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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CASES OF MEASLES ARE ON THE RISE!  

From NHS Orkney  

 It may seem like ages away, but if you’re planning on going to college or university 

this autumn, now’s a good time to check you’ve had two doses of the measles, mumps 

and rubella (MMR) vaccine. Students are at increased risk of getting measles because of 

all the mixing with lots of new people. 

 For more information on how to check you’re fully protected, visit  

https://www.nhsinform.scot/MMRagainstMeasles. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.nhsinform.scot/MMRagainstMeasles
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STRONSAY MEN’S SHED 

 The Stronsay Men’s Shed have their own Facebook page up and running now, if you 

would like to contact them direct please do pm them.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61558772842680
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STRONSAY SWRI - CENTENARY! 

 Stronsay SWRI will be celebrating their 100 year anniversary on Saturday 7th Sep-

tember 2024. We will be having a buffet meal in the community centre for all present and 

past members! If anyone has any old photos/memorabilia that they’d be happy to share, 

please contact me as soon as possible, we’d hopefully have a slideshow on the TV of old 

photos. Also any stories or memories that you have would be appreciated, thank you! 

 Sheena Cooper 

MOBILE LIBRARY VAN VISITS 2024 

15 July, 9 September, 4 November  

For further information go to web page https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library, 

send an email to library@orkney.gov.uk or telephone 01856 873166.  

Stronsay Stitchers - Thursday 27
th

 June 

7.00pm-9.00-pm, Church Hall, £2.00/person 

We are an informal group meeting monthly doing our own stitchy things. You can bring 

any project you’re working on such as crochet, needlework, knitting etc. Everyone wel-

come. 

 

Christmas Craft Fair Saturday 23rd November 

For more information or to book a table please contact Simone on 616 281  

or PM Facebook. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Mobile-Calendar-2024-A4.pdf
https://orkneylibrary.org.uk/mobile-library
mailto:library@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20van%20-%20Stronsay
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Records of a Bygone Age 

Stronsay Schools Part 7 –  

Disputes and dismissal 

 

 In last month’s article we left the newly appointed headmaster, Stewart Weir, in 

charge at the Central School. After taking up the reins in March 1919 he had apparently 

decided at an early stage to tackle the thorny issue of unauthorised absences head on, no 

doubt with the best of intentions. It seems he may not have been the most diplomatic or 

tolerant of characters and this was soon to lead to some severe disputes with parents and 

School Management Committee, with the Education Authority’s Executive Officer being 

drawn into the fray soon after. This dispute was recorded quite fully in the school log, 

firstly in November 1919, when Mr Weir records that: 

  

 ‘Yesterday received a letter from Mr Young asking me in the name of the Orkney Ed-

ucation Authority to send in my resignation. The facts are as follows:- 

 

16th October 1919 

(A)  The local postman called at the school about 1 p.m. and demanded his son for har-

vest work. I asked him to repeat his request and he did so with aggravated impudence. I 

then summoned the two assistants – Miss Donaldson and Miss Sutherland - and told him 

for the third time to leave the school premises, (his impudence being a personal insult and 

calculated to undermine my authority). After his refusal I attempted to shove him outside 

but he got his back to the door and of course I failed to dislodge him. Going round by an-

other way I found him in the courtyard and received some further abuse. (witness - Miss 

Gorie) I then went in but he followed me and, closing the door behind him, treated me to 

some further insults:- 

  (a) The children were being kept from school because of my fitness or slackness. 

  (b) Ordered me into my room in the most outrageous fashion such-wise as was calculat-

ed to ruin me in the eyes of my pupils (if they heard) for ever if submitted to it. Perceiving 

the drift of the whole matter I restrained myself - not one in a hundred would have done 

so - and allowed him to go off unscathed. 

He had evidently had a little liquor (witness myself and Miss Gorie) and believed that as 

a ratepayer he had the right to dictate to the headmaster, or at least to insult him and, 

having done, make good his position in the school premises. 

(B)  Meeting of the School Management Committee on 24th October. 

  (a) Before the meeting Mr Fotheringhame asked me to resign – ostensible reason being 

anonymous charges by anonymous parents of anonymous children that I had used violent 

and improper language. 

  (b) In the meeting Mr Maxwell supported me, Mr Meil and the doctor had little to say. I 

protested that to summon a special meeting and enter permanent minutes of the holding 

of such a meeting on the accusations of only one ratepayer was an insult to me calculated 

to undermine my authority. Mr Fotheringhame refused to let me have this minuted. We 

agreed to let Mr Young investigate.’ 

 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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The Clerk then indicated that he had received a letter as follows:– 

 

        ‘Fairhill, Stronsay 

        20th October 1919 

Dear Sir, 

As requested by you today I now write to you to the effect that the headmaster of the Cen-

tral School grossly insulted me and assured violence to me last Thursday when I called 

along school asking him for liberty to take my son Thomas with me to help in leading my 

crop. This was repeated on Saturday and he threatened personal injury so much so that I 

can only allow my children to attend school on the committee’s responsibility and I want 

to know in writing whether I shall continue their attendance as they are doing just now on 

these terms as I told you today. I am willing to meet before you at any time. 

I am, sir, yours truly 

(signed) Alex Chalmers’ 

 

 After consideration by the Committee it was agreed to submit the matter referred to 

in the letter to the Executive Officer, Kirkwall, for him to deal with and the clerk was in-

structed to write to Mr Young, the Executive Officer, enclosing a copy of Mr Chalmers’ 

letter. 

 A reply was soon received from Mr Young, stating that he and the chairman of the 

Authority were coming to Stronsay the following Wednesday. The letter stated: 

 

 ‘I am making arrangements to meet the father of the lad Chalmers at the Central 

School at 6 p.m. on Wednesday fifth November. Your attendance is desired so that the 

complaint you make can be fully investigated.’ (signed) Frank Young, Executive Officer’ 

 

 A special meeting of the Management Committee was held that evening when Mr 

Chalmers was called to give a first-hand account of his version of proceedings. He re-

counted that he had met with Mr Weir on 15th October and again on the 17th when the 

headmaster had threatened personal injury towards him and had used obscene language 

towards him within earshot of the schoolchildren. 

A letter from Mr Weir was then read, stating: 

 

 ‘I write to call your attention to the number of children who are kept from school by 

their parents for work in the harvest field. ‘Working’ is entered in the absentee book as a 

legitimate excuse.’ 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 He then went on to give specific examples of boys who had abused their exemption 

or had been absent without exemption and whose attendance was very poor before and 

following any exemption granted, complaining that the objectionable feature of this was 

the granting of the exemption in the first place. He again described in detail how the fa-

ther of one of the boys, Alex Chalmers, had entered the school demanding that his son 

should come home with him to work in the harvest, going on to explain the events as he 

saw them and as described earlier. He felt that Mr Chalmers should be prosecuted as his 

conduct was an incitement to others, and stated that if the School Management Commit-

tee or Education Authority failed to prosecute Mr Chalmers then he must do so himself as 

he had made personal allegations against him. 

 Mr Weir was then called before the committee where he denied using obscene lan-

guage before the children, also stating that he was quite within his rights to thrust Mr 

Chalmers out of the school building. 

 After both gentlemen had been questioned by the committee the meeting closed and, 

with Mr Young taking the matter back to the Education Authority for consideration, noth-

ing more was heard for almost three weeks.  

 Then, in a letter to Mr Weir dated 25th November, Mr Young stated that, after due 

consideration by the Education Authority it had been agreed that, in the best interests of 

the school, they should ask the headmaster to submit his resignation forthwith. The Au-

thority was prepared to grant Mr Weir a reasonable length of time in which to obtain a sit-

uation elsewhere.  

 Mr Weir quickly replied to this letter stating that he would give the matter his con-

sideration, but intimating very soon afterwards that he didn’t see his way to oblige the 

committee by tendering his resignation at present.  

 Writing in the school logbook later, he went on to question the impartiality of the 

chairman at the meeting, also citing how anonymous complaints had been held against 

him and allegations of him using violence and abusive language were complete lies. He 

further questioned the validity of some of the committee’s minutes recorded in the minute 

book, stating that the minutes had been altered after they had been approved. He then 

stated that he felt his personal relations with some members of the Management Commit-

tee had been largely responsible for the fracas, adding that one member in particular had 

asserted that he would never rest until he had Mr Weir out of Stronsay. This member had 

removed his daughter from school and was most upset when Mr Weir refused to punish a 

schoolboy for allegedly stealing some of that member’s turnips. That same member had 

also threatened previously to prosecute Mr Weir for trespass committed by his goats. He 

felt he had been subject to two outrageously partial investigations and afterwards asked to 

resign, stating that reasons for the strong support for the postman Alex Chalmers were 

well known in the neighbourhood, although he didn’t go on to clarify what these reasons 

were. He then noted that the Orkney Education Authority had sent a lawyer around 

Stronsay to try to find those anonymous islanders whose spokesmen, Mr Meil and Mr 

Fotheringhame, had engineered so carefully the attempt to jockey him out of Stronsay. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 In another letter from Mr Young, the Executive Officer, dated 14th January 1920, the 

Officer stated that, in accordance with section 24 of the Education Act, the Education Au-

thority moved to dismiss Mr Weir from his appointment as headmaster of Stronsay 

School. Mr Young then went on to ask Mr Weir to reconsider his decision of 1st December 

1919 not to resign, to which Mr Weir responded that he had nothing to add to his previous 

reply. 

 In the following month a number of complaints, some related to what was seen as 

undue punishment for misdemeanours, were noted in the school logbook, while school 

attendance by pupils was recorded as being less than ideal. 

 Then, on 14th February, Mr Henderson of the Education Authority visited Mr Weir to 

inform him that a lawyer had collected evidence sufficient to prove (or at least swear to) 

what the chairman of the authority seemed to believe to be true. On hearing this, Mr Weir 

replied that he would now begin to look elsewhere for a new situation. 

 Later that month it was noted in the school log that one boy in particular was habitu-

ally late and, although Mr Weir had shown leniency for some time, on 5th March, the boy 

received what the writer recorded as ‘full settlement of his score, as I observed a tendency 

to mistake leniency for weakness.’ Following this punishment the boy apparently took the 

opportunity of the interval to return home and a letter of complaint was received from his 

father soon after, protesting against what he saw as excessive punishment and stating that, 

while his son had been late on only one occasion, he was led to believe that the headmas-

ter himself was not at school until almost 10 o’clock on many occasions. 

 Entries in the school log toward the end of April recorded that the writer, who of 

course was Mr Weir himself, had on occasion suffered all night from fever and insomnia. 

This, he said, was no unusual occurrence since he had spent five months in Epsom War 

Hospital. 

 On 13 May 1920 Mr Weir records that he had received the offer of a situation else-

where and had forwarded his resignation as of 15th June, under protest, to the authority, 

this being part of the agreement that they would then remove the previous dismissal from 

his record. 

 Mr Weir seemed to be in a reminiscent mood when, on 7 June 1920, he recorded 

‘Fine sunshine today after a week and more of dull and chilly weather. Wind still cold 

from the East. School garden lovely with beans in flower; radishes, mustard and cress 

have been available for some time back. Pity I was not able to finish the wall around it.’ 

Then, in a more poignant note on 11th June he recorded that he had been absent from du-

ties on Thursday and Friday, the reason being insomnia. He went on to say ‘these things, I 

have no doubt, will be better understood in the lifetime of the coming generation and the 

curse hunted down.’ 

 In his final entry in the school logbook dated 13 June 1920 Mr Weir wrote 

‘Tomorrow I leave this happy island though I had purposed staying here (when I left Scot-

land) for at least three years.’ He went on to record that he felt he had been dealt with un-

fairly, and that those whose activities had undermined his authority may yet be thorough-

ly exposed before adding  

 

(continued on next page) 
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‘I expect the old order will now be re-established and parents will call at school for their 

children and take them off with them at any time of the day they please. As it stands the 

matter is scandalous. Children about the ages of 13 or 14 are kept from school sometimes 

for half a dozen weeks without action being taken by the School Management Committee.’  

 Returning to the subject of his garden he wrote ‘I hope my successor, if one can be 

found, will continue the good work of surrounding the garden with walls. By removing a 

foot or two of clay from the subsoil and raising an embankment three or 4 feet high it 

might easily be made as good as the gardens of the South. My other projects for improv-

ing and beautifying it, want of time compelled me to abandon. As it is, I must have spent 

hundreds of hours there. Many a basket of seaweed I carried up from the shore.’  

 This was a sad reflection of his view on his 15 months in Stronsay, a time which 

seemed to be filled with conflict and controversy. Mr Weir was a war veteran who had 

spent some considerable time in a military hospital and still suffered severe bouts of ill 

health so we are left to ponder just how much bearing this had on his behaviour and ac-

tions. Was he really a tyrant, as seemed to be portrayed by some parents and factions 

within the School Management Committee? Or was he simply trying to instil discipline 

and address the challenge of the poor pupil attendance records highlighted in past reports 

by His Majesty’s Inspectorate while attempting to deal with his own demons at the same 

time?  

 There would seem to be little doubt that he had what he saw as the best interests of 

the pupils at heart right up until he left the island. As an example of his belief in educa-

tion, just a month before he left Mr Weir had placed an order for a dozen copies of ‘The 

Orkney Book’ which was, in his judgement, an excellent innovation. It was, we are told, 

‘Readings for Young Orcadians’ and was about Orkney, for use in Orkney, designed and 

for the most part written by natives of Orkney. The Orkney Book was to continue being a 

well-used school resource, remembered by many of its readers for its lucidity and charm, 

until being superseded by ‘The New Orkney Book’ in 1967. This new version of the book 

was again written mostly by Orcadians and aimed at bringing the history of Orkney and 

some of the more modern Orcadian writings and poetry to a new generation of young Or-

cadians. 

 Following Mr Weir’s departure Miss Gorie was again in charge of the school, assist-

ed by Miss Sutherland and Miss Donaldson, with Miss Shearer being appointed as tempo-

rary assistant in September 1920. 

 In early 1921 there was some atrocious weather, with gales and heavy rain which led 

to the school being closed at 12 noon on some days (but not before the scholars had got 

their cocoa) as the pupils were wet through and at 2 o' clock on other days, instead of the 

winter closure time of 3.30 or even 3.00 on occasion. By mid-February, with days length-

ening, the school closing time returned to the usual time of 4.00 pm.  

 A new headmaster was found in April 1921 in the form of 29 year old Mr John 

Drever MA, originally from Papa Westray, who took up his duties on 1st April, a post he 

was to hold until July 1956.  

 

(continued on next page) 
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 Miss Shearer, who had been appointed as a temporary assistant teacher, had trans-

ferred to another school in Orkney before Mr Drever’s arrival and in one of the new head-

master’s first entries in the log book he detailed the teaching arrangements that were in 

place at that time. Mr Drever himself had 13 pupils from the qualifying class while Miss 

Gorie, as Infant Mistress, was teaching the infants in classes 1, 2 and 3 and Juniors 2 and 

3. Miss Sutherland had 22 pupils in Junior 1 and also taught Senior 3. Miss Donaldson 

had the Qualifying Seniors 1 and 2. Mr Drever also had 29 pupils in Supplementary 1 and 

2, along with one boy in his 3rd Supplementary year. Mr Drever took many of the pupils 

for drill and singing, also instructing the six pupils taking French and eight taking mathe-

matics. Miss Gorie took cookery on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. 

 The weather and its effect on attendance was often recorded and highlighted in the 

log by Mr Drever and one such day, 15th April 1921 was noted as a very wild day of wind 

and snow showers when only eight children out of 115 turned up. They were dismissed 

soon after. 30th May 1921 was reported as another wet and windy day, this time with not 

one single pupil turning up. 

 School was dismissed at 11.30 on 15th March 1922 to allow the children to attend 

Rev Skene's induction to the UF Church. 

 Poor attendance, the bane of past headmaster’s lives and a perceived problem in so 

many HMI reports, seemed to be less of a problem as education moved into the 1920s. 

This was illustrated in July 1922 when prizes for attendance were awarded, with 5 having 

pupils having recorded perfect attendance and a number of other missing only a very few 

attendances.  

 Miss Annie Donaldson resigned in November 1922 to marry the local shipping agent 

David Chalmers and Miss Anne Johnston from Birsay took over her duties as teacher of 

the qualifying classes later that month. Two boys from Holm were admitted to the school 

in the first week of December 1922. (William and Sam Cooper, whose parents had re-

turned to the farm of Cleat in their native island) 

 The school was closed for a day’s holiday on 28th February 1922 ‘by order of King 

George for the celebration of Princess Mary’s wedding.’ Princess Mary, who married 

Henry, viscount Lascelles, was the only daughter of King George V. 

 Another holiday, this time a half day, was granted on 28th May to celebrate Empire 

Day. This date was the anniversary of Queen Victoria’s birthday and was a day set aside 

as an annual celebration of the British Empire. With the decline of the British Empire it 

was renamed Commonwealth Day in 1958, with the date of its celebration later changed 

to the 2nd Monday of March each year. 

 The school was shut again on 26th April 1923, this time for the marriage of Prince 

Albert, Duke of York, to Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon. The couple were later to become 

better known as King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother.  

 As always there was a steady influx of scholars from the side schools, with pupils 

from around the age of 11 moving on to the Central School and in April 1923 it was rec-

orded that 7 such scholars joined from the South School, 6 from the North and 2 from 

Rothiesholm. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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 The school reopened after the summer break on 4th September 1923, with Walter 

Munro of Shirva, Fair Isle, taking up duties as teacher of senior 3 and Junior 1 in place of 

Isabella Sutherland who had transferred to the North School. From that date the Central 

School was also to be designated as a three-teacher one, although no explanation was giv-

en as to why this reduction in staffing was being implemented 

. 

Part 8 will be in next month’s Limpet. 

Ian Cooper 

May 2024  

A KINDLY REMINDER FROM GERAMOUNT SURGERY 
 We understand that on occasions you cannot attend your booked appointment at the 

surgery, but if for whatever reason you cannot attend your appointment, could we please 

ask that you inform the surgery as soon as possible. This then allows the appointment to 

be given to another patient. 

STRONSAY CHESS CLUB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meets from 12 to 2pm every Friday in the Fishmart Café 

Chess sets provided 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 21 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 227—May 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk


 

Page 22 of The Stronsay Limpet - Issue 227—May 2024 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

(Continued on next page) 

THANK YOU! 
 The young people at Stronsay School have been busy planting some bedding plants 

outside the school. We would like to say a big thank you to the person who anonymously 

donated money to the school through K Allan Properties. The money was utilised to buy 

the plants which the young people will now look after in the coming months. These will 

certainly brighten up the outdoor space, thank you! 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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If you see something in the Limpet that is inaccurate or no longer valid  

please drop a line to "The Editor, Claremont KW17 2AR"  

or email editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Limpet-accuracy
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

TENANCY TO SWAP 

 I am looking to do a swap with a council tenant for my OHAL tenancy which is in 

Kirkwall. The property is a ground floor semi-detached house, benefitting from disabled 

access throughout, and is less than a mile from the Balfour Hospital and the Town Cen-

tre.  

Some property particulars include- 

•2 spacious bedrooms w/ built in wardrobes 

•Spacious living Room/dining room  

•Generous kitchen space 

•Toilet & Shower wet room 

•Electric Storage Heating System- Economical 

•Large Front and Enclosed Rear Garden 

•1 Private Parking Space & Ample Parking nearby 

•Quiet Residential Area 

•The property also comes with a shed for tools etc. 

 If you are interested please call or WhatsApp Daniel on 07544 357 129 or email me 

at cruxave@fidei.email. 

 Thank you. 

THANK YOU 

 Thank you to everyone concerned in quickly getting me from Stronsay to Aberdeen 

Royal Infirmary on Friday 26 April. Special thanks to SCAA (Scotland’s Charity Air Am-

bulance) and their team aboard the yellow helicopter. 

 Bruce Fletcher 

 

THANK YOU! 

 Thank you to everyone who supported the charity table at the Craft Fair on Saturday 

11th May by donating craft items or buying. We made £372 to send to British Heart Foun-

dation.  

 Arna Cooper 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:cruxave@fidei.email?subject=%20Tenancy%20swap
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

DONNA BLYTH EDUCATION SERVICES 

Donna Blyth BA Hons, MEd, PGCE, SQH, CPT3A, CELTA  

Email: donnablyth@outlook.com  

Tel: 01857 616242 / 07852 805780  

  

Tuition in English Language, English Literature, EAL and Literacy for learners of all 

abilities from age 5 - adult  

£25.00 per hour for 1:1 tuition  

£45.00 per hour for groups of 2 or more depending on requirements (max 4)  

  

Tuition in clarinet performance and music theory up to grade 5  

£15 per 30min lesson for 1:1 tuition  

  

Assessment for Applications for Examination Access Arrangements  

Assessments and reports for EHCP and Coordinated Support Plan applications  

Please contact me for details and prices  

  

I am GTCS, DBS and PVG Scheme registered.  

I have valid, current Safeguarding and Prevent certification  

References available if required  

 All enquiries and services provided are treated in confidence as far as possible and ac-

cording to KCSIE legislation 2023  

RECYCLED CARDBOARD LOGS 

 The recycling centre has plenty of recycled cardboard logs. They are a bargain at on-

ly £7.00 for 30 logs. Available at the recycling centre or call Viv on 207.  

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 
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PROPERTY FOR SALE 
Dunera, Lower Whitehall Road, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

 

A detached bungalow (period 1920-60s) with garden and parking space. 

Comprising huge sitting room sea facing, kitchen/diner, 4 bedrooms, shower room & hall 

(167 sq. metres) plus 4 sq. metre porch.  

Habitable but needs upgrading or project development. 

Oil fired central heating with multi fuel stove in living room.  

Water, phone connected.  

SEPA for up to 6 residents. 

Council Tax C. 

Primary energy indicator 288 kWh. 

£5736 over 3 years. Energy Efficiency Band E (44) – Scottish average is Band D - 60 

Environmental Band F (37) – Scottish average band D - 59 

Interest invited. Not currently with external agent. 

Viewing by advanced appointment only. Flexible entry date. 

Offers invited above £130k. Finance options from seller. 

Leo Martini-Brown 

lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

VAN AVAILABLE FOR CHARITY WORK 

 The Pomona Prefect logo peedie red van is available for charity work on the island if 

anyone needs a man and a van and wants to help the island reach the target. Saturdays ser-

vice and cost for this is suggested as £10 per hour min donation for half hour units. All to 

the Stronsay Defib fund. No live animals, persons transported or dirty, sloppy stuff car-

ried. Limited load and not a taxi service. This is a temporary thing to raise money and not 

a challenge to any services on the island. Call Mick for all taxi work and Sinclair Haulage 

for freight! 

 Also, if anyone needs their car karcher jet washed and vaccuming and then can do at 

Ellerslie as you pass for a donation to same Defib Fund. Cost is £10 per basic body wash 

and wheels rinsed and boot/inside vacced. Limited to cars. No monster trucks, panel vans, 

lorries or camper vans sorry. 

 This charity service will be hopefully available until there are enough defib ma-

chines in position with the people trained to cover us all 24/7. Availability is limited to 

Saturdays. 

 Any questions and to book give me a call.  

 Nicandro J. Porcelli, Ellerslie. Telephone or text to - 07732 276046 

FOR SALE, WANTED, THANK YOU, etc 

Items on this page are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

 Why not hire the Stronsay Community hall? We have a kitchen and fully licensed 

bar, with two large halls and a small meeting room; perfect for wed-

dings, parties, games, meetings and much more! 

• Disco equipment 

• Table tennis 

• Badminton 

• Air hockey  

• Pool Table 

 For more information & bookings contact Anne-Maree Carter email 

annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 

 

Rooms for hire from only £2 per hour plus hydro charge.  

Adult supervision (over 18) must be present during hire.  

Find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee 

SWIMMING POOL - OPENING TIMES 

Charges - Adults £3, Children £1.50, Private Hires £15.  

To book a private hire phone Elsie on 616238. 

Monday Adult lane  6:30-7:10:00 Public session  7:10– 7:50 

Thursday Private hire  6:30-7:10 Public session  7:10-7:50 

Saturday Private hire  2:00-2:40 Public session  2:40-3:20 

OVERSEERS WANTED ! 

 Always looking for reliable overseers for the swimming pool, please! Previous vol-

unteers welcome. Involves taking payment, handing out bands, helping with evacuation 

procedures etc. Contact Mairi Dennison via Facebook messenger or tel 616331. We po-

litely request that parents/guardians whose children use the pool regularly take a turn at 

overseeing, in particular.  

EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE 

 Located at Wood's Yard we have a cabin full of great pieces of equipment including 

E-bikes, kayaks, wetsuits, beach games, sports equipment, accessibility aids and more. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Stronsay%20Community%20Hall
https://www.facebook.com/hallcommittee
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OUR LADY’S CHAPEL, PIERHEAD 

OPEN FOR PUBLIC MASSES 

Our Lady's Chapel on the pier is open for public Masses  

with the permission of the Bishop of Aberdeen. 

Mass times are as follows:- 

Sunday & holidays: 11am. Tuesday: 8.00am. All other days: 11.20am 

STRONSAY ON YOUTUBE 

• Bicycle tour of Stronsay in August 2022 (poor audio quality) 

• 59º North 

• Links House, Stronsay: Finding the Mesolithic in Orkney 

• Stronsay, Orkney 

• The mystery of the Stronsay Monster 

• Orkney—living and working 

• 1930’s stone crushing machine in action on Stronsay 

• Stronsay harbour (taken from inside the harbour) 

• Five reasons to visit Stronsay 

GOLGOTHA MONASTERY, PAPA STRONSAY 

DAILY STREAMING BROADCAST 

There is a daily streaming broadcast from Golgotha Monastery, Papa Stronsay. 

http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists 

The broadcast runs from 4pm – 5:30pm. Hours shown are approximate. 

4pm - 4:30pm  Short talk by one of the priests. 

4:30pm - 5pm  Recitation of the Rosary. 

5pm - 5:15pm  Saint Patrick’s Breastplate & prayer to Saint Michael. 

5:15pm - 5:30pm Devotions & prayers of the day led by one of the brothers. 

STRONSAY KIRK 

Weekly service at 11am. 
Minister—Rev David Locke, phone 616284. 

Stronsay kirk’s website: 
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk 

Stronsay kirk’s Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651 

HANDY EMAIL ADDRESSES: 

Ebenezer Stores stronsaystores@gmail.com 

Olivebank m.williamson1@btconnect.com 

Fishmart café fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com 

For telephone numbers see the back page of this edition. 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/KOv6jBTgPTQ
https://www.youtube.com/@59DegreesNorthOrkney
https://youtu.be/JzaDVHnHnIs
https://youtu.be/yAZ5wKppxJY
https://youtu.be/rrVaEL4zfQg
https://youtu.be/ekYtsSubUJ4
https://youtu.be/rOKGUKe-g-4
https://youtu.be/ZCpm4aqKOxQ
https://youtu.be/uaNczikC_vw
http://www.youtube.com/c/TransalpineRedemptorists
http://www.orkneycommunities.co.uk/stronsaykirk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1553904828107651
mailto:stronsaystores@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:m.williamson1@btconnect.com?subject=Limpet
mailto:fishmartcafehostel@gmail.com?subject=Limpet
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 
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The Old Manse Bed and Breakfast 

Logie Easter, Kildary 

IV18 0NZ 

 The Old Manse is a listed building dating back to the 1780s set in a large wood-

land garden just off the A9 and commanding far reaching views of the surrounding 

countryside. 

 We are ideally located for those travelling to and from Orkney. The ferry termi-

nals of Gills Bay (Pentland Ferries) and Scrabster (North Link Ferries) are no more 

that 2.5 hours drive with John O’Groats just 2 hours away.  

Ensuite Double and twin rooms  

Tel 01862 842357 Email oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com 

Web www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

REDHOUSE PLANTS MARKET GARDEN 

Seasonal vegetables available daily. Bedding, perennial and vegetable plants. 

Local honey in season according to availability. 

Open 09.00-17.00 Mon-Sat. 

Redhouse, Lower Whitehall, Stronsay. Tel: (01857) 616 377 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:oldmanse.kildary@btinternet.com?subject=Limpet
http://www.oldmansebandbkildary.co.uk
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Traditionally hand-crafted in Stronsay—soaps, solid shampoo bars, conditioner bars and 

balms. Hand-spun and hand-dyed yarns from Orkney fleeces, woven throws, wall-

hangings and more. 

Orkney Star Island Soap, Isles View, Stronsay, Orkney, KW17 2AG. 

Tel: (+44) 01857 616 281 

 Email: info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Web: http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:info@orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
http://www.orkneystarislandsoap.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/orkney.star.island.soap
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COMMUNITY BUS 

We have now extended the days and service of the bus. 
You can now book the bus between 9:00 and 3:00 Monday-Friday and we can arrange to 

drop/collect at the plane or ferry on request. 
 

Call Mick 616 376 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE – SUMMER BREAK 

There will be no bus service or taxi available Friday 5th July - Friday 19th July 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

See Stronsay Markets on YouTube https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://youtu.be/8e6sz_Z2eQU
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
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“NEIL’S ON WHEELS” 

• All mechanical work undertaken. 

• Tyres 

• ECU/ABS/airbag diagnostic testing 

• Welding specialist 

• MOT prep work 

• Home start 

• Towing service 

MOBILE: 07723 304 260 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 

Local business adverts are free! 
The cutoff date for adverts to be included in the next edition of the Limpet is on the front page 

Contact details for the Limpet are on the back page 

STRONSAY HOTEL & PUB 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083375340593
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STRONSAY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

As from 25 March 2024, the following have been confirmed as members of Stronsay 

Community Council:- 

 

Dominic BLYTH    St. Catherines, Stronsay, KW17 2AN 

       tel: 616242 

       email: saniman@live.co.uk 

 

Shane HOURSTON   Housebay Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AJ 

       tel: 07593965600  

       email: s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk 

 

David LOCKE     Church of Scotland Manse, Stronsay, KW17 2AF 

       tel: 07776448301   

       email: dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Leonardo MARTINI-BROWN Brynley Cottage, 12 Whitehall, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       email: lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk 

 

James SEATON    Thorfinn, Stronsay, KW17 2AS 

       tel: 07470111871 

       email: safehandsno_1@hotmail.com 

 

Damian STOUT    Linksness, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Vice Chair     tel: 616258 

       email: damienstout@btinternet.com 

 

Shirley WHITEMAN   St. John’s Cottage, Stronsay, KW17 2AT 

Chair      tel: 616438 

       email: shirleywhiteman@icloud.com 

 

 

The role of a Community Councillor is to ensure that they work for the best interests of 

the whole community and remain representative of, and accountable to, the represented 

community. 

 

If you have a community related issue that you wish to bring to the attention of the Com-

munity Council, please contact any of the above members, or the Clerk, tel: 616446 

email: stronsaycc@gmail.com 

 

  

CMc 

25 March 2024 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:STRONSAY%20COMMUNITY%20COUNCIL?subject=SCC
mailto:s.hourston@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dlocke@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lmartinibrown@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:safehandsno_1@hotmail.com?subject=SCC
mailto:damienstout@btinternet.com?subject=SCC
mailto:shirleywhiteman@icloud.com?subject=SCC
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USEFUL INFORMATION 

Post Office opening hours . . . . Monday to Saturday 8:30am - 5:00pm. Sunday closed all day 
Post collection times . . . . . . . Ebenezer post box 7:30am, Monday to Saturday 
Bank (RBS) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thursday 9:30am to 3pm (closed 12-1 lunch), phone 616262 
OIC Special collection. . . . . .  Week Commencing Monday 05 August 2024 
Island Link Officer.. . . . . . . . Fishmart office 10 to 12 on Tue, Thu & Sat. Phone 616475 
SDT Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wood’s Yard 10am - 11am Mon-Fri. Phone 616410 
Sunday service at the Kirk .. . Weekly service at 11am 
Our Lady’s Chapel, pier head Mass: Sun & holidays 11am, Tue 8am, other days 11.20am 
Next mobile library van visit .  https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib 
Weekly rubbish collection .. . . Tuesday (bags out by 8am but not on the night before!) 
Recycling skips nearly full? . .  Send email to recycling@orkney.gov.uk  

Forward scam emails to . . . . .  report@phishing.gov.uk 
Stronsay’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488 

Airy Fairy . . . . . . . . . . .  616231 
Bank (Thursday only) . .  616262 
Community council . . . . 616446 
Companions Club . . . . . . 616352 
Craftship Enterprise . . . . 0778 511 1126 
Doctor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Ebenezer Stores . . . . . . . 616339 
Ebenezer Oil Heating . . . 616207 
    or 07500 682 867 
Fish Mart . . . . . . . . . . . .  616401 
Golgotha monastery. . . . 616210 

or contact@the-sons.org 
Hall bookings . . . . . . . . 616263 

or annemaree.carter@btinternet.com 
Highland Fuels . . . . . . . .  01856 873766  
Island Link Officer . . . . . 616475 
Kirk secretary . . . . . . . . .  616238 
Limpet editor . . . . . . . . .  616297 
Medical emergency . . . . 616321 
Neil’s on Wheels . . . . . . 07723 304 260 
Manse . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  616284 
Nurses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616321 
Olivebank . . . . . . . . . . . . 616255 
OIC out of hours . . . . . . . 01856 873535 
Post Office . . . . . . . . . . . 616499 
Red House Plants . . . . . . 616377 
Registrar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 616239 
Scottish Fuels . . . . . . . . . 01856 873105 
SDT office . . . . . . . . . .  616410 

Silver Darlings . . . . . . . .  616412 
Sinclair Haulage . . . . . . . 600404 
Star Island Soap . . . . . . .  616281 
Stranded seals, etc . . . . . 616207/206/498 
Stronsay Band . . . . . . . . . 616335 
Stronsay Pub & Hotel . . . 616407 
Stronsay school . . . . . . . . 616246 
Stronsay taxi, school  . . . . 616376 or 
 transport, mechanic  07508 884 024 
 diagnostics & repairs 
 
Balfour hospital (24/7). . . 01856 888000 
Water problems (24/7) . .  0800 0778 778 
Electricity  
 general enquiries 0800 048 3516 

(lines open Mon-Fri 8am-5pm) 
 problems (24/7) . . . 0800 300 999 
 power cut (24/7). . . 105 
Police (non urgent) (24/7)101 
Kirkwall Library . . . . . . 01856 873166 
Dentists: 
 Daisybank Clinic . .  01856 870547
 Deyanov Dental . . . 01856 877118 
 Com Dental Service 01856 888258 
 Orkney Dental . . . . 01856 872030 
Vets: 
 Flett & Carmichael . 01856 872859 
 Northvet . . . . . . . . . 01856 873403 

HOW TO CONTACT THE LIMPET 
 Send an email to editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk or write to “Claremont, KW17 2AR”. 

EMERGENCY! POLICE, FIRE, AMBULANCE or COASTGUARD - dial 999 

http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
https://tinyurl.com/orkmoblib
http://www.orkney.gov.uk/Service-Directory/R/your-household-collection-service-isles.htm
mailto:recycling@orkney.gov.uk?subject=Stronsay%20recycling%20skips
mailto:report@phishing.gov.uk?subject=Phishing%20report
https://www.facebook.com/groups/476168409207488
mailto:contact@the-sons.org?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet
mailto:annemaree.carter@btinternet.com?subject=Community%20hall
http://www.stronsaylimpet.co.uk
mailto:editor@stronsaylimpet.co.uk?subject=Stronsay%20Limpet

